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Aliens & Anorexia

By Chris Kraus

First published in 2000, Chris Kraus's second novel, Aliens & Anorexia, defined
afemale form of chance that is both emotional and radical. Unfolding like a set
of Chinese boxes, with storytelling and philosophy informing each other, the
novel weaves together the lives of earnest visionaries and failed artists. Its
charactersinclude Simone Weil, the first radical philosopher of sadness; the artist
Paul Thek; Kraus herself; and "Africa," Kraussvirtual S& M partner, who is
shooting a big-budget Hollywood film in Namibia while Kraus holes up in the
Northwest woods to chronicle the failure of Gravity & Grace, her own low-
budget independent film.

In Aliens & Anorexia, Kraus makes a case for empathy as the ultimate
perceptive tool, and reclaims anorexia from the psychoanalytic girl-ghetto of

poor "self-esteem.” Anorexia, Kraus writes, could be an attempt to leave the body
altogether: arejection of the cynicism that this culture hands us through its food.
AsPale Y ourgrau writes in the book's new foreword, "Kraus's rescue operation
for alienslike Weil from behind enemy lines on planet Earth isa gift, if, in the
end, like all good deeds, it remains -- as Weil herself would be the first to insist --
afool's errand.”
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First published in 2000, Chris Kraus's second novel, Aliens & Anorexia, defined a female form of chance that
is both emotional and radical. Unfolding like a set of Chinese boxes, with storytelling and philosophy
informing each other, the novel weaves together the lives of earnest visionaries and failed artists. Its
charactersinclude Simone Well, the first radical philosopher of sadness; the artist Paul Thek; Kraus herself;
and "Africa," Kraussvirtua S&M partner, who is shooting a big-budget Hollywood film in Namibiawhile
Kraus holes up in the Northwest woods to chronicle the failure of Gravity & Grace, her own low-budget
independent film.

In Aliens & Anorexia, Kraus makes a case for empathy as the ultimate perceptive tool, and reclaims
anorexia from the psychoanalytic girl-ghetto of poor "self-esteem.” Anorexia, Kraus writes, could be an
attempt to leave the body altogether: arejection of the cynicism that this culture hands us through its food.
As Palle Yourgrau writes in the book's new foreword, "Kraus's rescue operation for aliens like Weil from
behind enemy lines on planet Earth isa gift, if, in the end, like al good deeds, it remains -- as Well herself
would be thefirst to insist -- afool's errand.”
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Editorial Review
Review

"Aliens & Anorexiais atantalizing, messy, wildly associative and often brilliant book that leaps effortlessly
between autobiography, art criticism, philosophy and fiction. [...] There are more ideas on every page of
Aliens & Anorexiathan in most books published in the last year. It is an exciting and courageous work." Ben
Ehrenreich, L.A. Weekly, (19 January 2001)

About the Author

The author of four novels, the most recent of which is Summer of Hate, and two books of criticism, Chris
Kraus was recently described by the New York Observer as "the art world's favorite fiction writer." She
teaches at European Graduate School and livesin Los Angeles.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Martin:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Aliens & Anorexia
(Semiotext(e) / Native Agents) suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The book
untitled Aliens & Anorexia (Semiotext(e) / Native Agents)is one of several books that everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you alot of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Hazel Mishler:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself ook for afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Aliens & Anorexia (Semiotext(e) / Native Agents) offer you a new experiencein
reading a book.

Eric Reynolds:

That guide can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Aliens & Anorexia (Semiotext(e) / Native Agents)
was vibrant and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Aliens & Anorexia (Semiotext(e) /



Native Agents) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading which.

Margaret Garcia:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get ahalf portions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Aliens & Anorexia (Semiotext(e) / Native
Agents) to make your own reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading talent is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
feeling about book and reading especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and read
it. Beside that the e-book Aliens & Anorexia (Semiotext(e) / Native Agents) can to be your friend when
you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of thistime.
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