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Before the Boston Red Sox and the Boston Braves, there were the Boston Red
Stockings. They were “Boston’s First Nine” and 1871 through 1875, they won
four consecutive pennants in the old National Association, considered by many to
be baseball’s first major league. In this five-year period, the team only fielded 22
players — but, then again, these were the days of the “one-man rotation.” Who
needed two pitchers, when one would do? And if that pitcher was Al Spalding,
who won more than 50 games in back-to-back seasons of 1874 and 1875, that
one pitcher was pretty good. Of the 22 players on the team, five of them are in
the Baseball Hall of Fame. These were different days. The game was played a
little differently from today— but not that differently. Take some time and enjoy
the work of 38 members of SABR (the Society for American Baseball Research).
Several are among our leading nineteenth century baseball experts; others
became enthralled digging into the early days of professional baseball in Boston.
There are fascinating stories of the men who played the game, the games, the
seasons, the tours of Canada and even England and Ireland, where they took on
some of the better cricket players of the British Isles, and beat them, too. Take a
trip back to those glorious days of yesteryear, and see if you don’t become
captivated as we were in learning about stories of baseball and life from more
than 140 years ago. The book includes recaps of each season, 1871-75,
informative articles about the team and front office, and the following player
biographies: THE PLAYERS Bob Addy by Peter Morris Ross Barnes by
Gregory H. Wolf Frank Barrows by Mike Richard Tommy Beals by Mark S.
Sternman David Birdsall by Richard “Dixie” Tourangeau Fred Con by Mike
Richard Charlie Gould by Charles F. Faber George Hall by Matt Albertson
Franklin “Heck” Heifer by Brian C. Engelhardt Samuel Jackson by Bill Nowlin
Jumbo Latham by Scott Fiesthumel Andy Leonard by Charles F. Faber John E.
Manning by David Nemec Cal McVey by Charles F. Faber Jim O’Rourke by
William Lamb Fraley W. Rogers by Richard “Dixie” Tourangeau Henry C.
Schafer by David Nemec Al Spalding by Bill McMahon Charlie Sweasy by
Charles F. Faber Deacon White by Joe Williams George Wright by John Thorn
Harry Wright by Christopher Devine THE BALLPARK: South End Grounds by
Bob Ruzzo TEAM ORGANIZATION Boston Finances in the Early Professional
Era by Richard Hershberger Red Stockings Finances—A Minor Observation by
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Bill Nowlin THE FIRST PRESIDENTL Ivers W. Adams by Charlie Bevis
INTERESTING GAMES Fast Day—Boston’s Original Opening Day Joanne
Hulbert April 6, 1871 Bob LeMoine May 5, 1871 204 Bob LeMoine May 16,
1871 Bob LeMoine Homestand From Hell: The Boston Red Stockings, May-
June 1871 Richard “Dixie” Tourangeau June 21, 1871 Jay Hurd July 4, 1871
Michael R. McAvoy August 3, 1871 Bob LeMoine September 2, 1871 Bill
Nowlin September 5, 1871 Gregory H. Wolf September 9, 1871 Mark Pestana
September 13, 1871 Jay Hurd September 29, 1871 Gregory H. Wolf May 11,
1872 Gregory H. Wolf June 10, 1872 Richard “Dixie” Tourangeau June 12, 1872
Paul E. Doutrich July 20, 1872 Gerard R. Goulet July 29, 1872 Gregory H. Wolf
September 20, 1872 Gerard R. Goulet September 21, 1872 Mark Pestana April
23, 1873 Matt Albertson June 2, 1873 Terry Gottschall June 3, 1873 Mark
Pestana June 14, 1873 Richard “Dixie” Tourangeau July 4, 1873 (morning) John
Zinn July 4, 1873 (afternoon) John Zinn July 26, 1873 Terry Gottschall
September 6, 1873 Bill Nowlin October 2, 1873 Mark Pestana and many other
games of interest.
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Before the Boston Red Sox and the Boston Braves, there were the Boston Red Stockings. They were
“Boston’s First Nine” and 1871 through 1875, they won four consecutive pennants in the old National
Association, considered by many to be baseball’s first major league. In this five-year period, the team only
fielded 22 players — but, then again, these were the days of the “one-man rotation.” Who needed two
pitchers, when one would do? And if that pitcher was Al Spalding, who won more than 50 games in back-to-
back seasons of 1874 and 1875, that one pitcher was pretty good. Of the 22 players on the team, five of them
are in the Baseball Hall of Fame. These were different days. The game was played a little differently from
today— but not that differently. Take some time and enjoy the work of 38 members of SABR (the Society
for American Baseball Research). Several are among our leading nineteenth century baseball experts; others
became enthralled digging into the early days of professional baseball in Boston. There are fascinating
stories of the men who played the game, the games, the seasons, the tours of Canada and even England and
Ireland, where they took on some of the better cricket players of the British Isles, and beat them, too. Take a
trip back to those glorious days of yesteryear, and see if you don’t become captivated as we were in learning
about stories of baseball and life from more than 140 years ago. The book includes recaps of each season,
1871-75, informative articles about the team and front office, and the following player biographies: THE
PLAYERS Bob Addy by Peter Morris Ross Barnes by Gregory H. Wolf Frank Barrows by Mike Richard
Tommy Beals by Mark S. Sternman David Birdsall by Richard “Dixie” Tourangeau Fred Con by Mike
Richard Charlie Gould by Charles F. Faber George Hall by Matt Albertson Franklin “Heck” Heifer by Brian
C. Engelhardt Samuel Jackson by Bill Nowlin Jumbo Latham by Scott Fiesthumel Andy Leonard by Charles
F. Faber John E. Manning by David Nemec Cal McVey by Charles F. Faber Jim O’Rourke by William Lamb
Fraley W. Rogers by Richard “Dixie” Tourangeau Henry C. Schafer by David Nemec Al Spalding by Bill
McMahon Charlie Sweasy by Charles F. Faber Deacon White by Joe Williams George Wright by John
Thorn Harry Wright by Christopher Devine THE BALLPARK: South End Grounds by Bob Ruzzo TEAM
ORGANIZATION Boston Finances in the Early Professional Era by Richard Hershberger Red Stockings
Finances—A Minor Observation by Bill Nowlin THE FIRST PRESIDENTL Ivers W. Adams by Charlie
Bevis INTERESTING GAMES Fast Day—Boston’s Original Opening Day Joanne Hulbert April 6, 1871
Bob LeMoine May 5, 1871 204 Bob LeMoine May 16, 1871 Bob LeMoine Homestand From Hell: The
Boston Red Stockings, May-June 1871 Richard “Dixie” Tourangeau June 21, 1871 Jay Hurd July 4, 1871
Michael R. McAvoy August 3, 1871 Bob LeMoine September 2, 1871 Bill Nowlin September 5, 1871
Gregory H. Wolf September 9, 1871 Mark Pestana September 13, 1871 Jay Hurd September 29, 1871
Gregory H. Wolf May 11, 1872 Gregory H. Wolf June 10, 1872 Richard “Dixie” Tourangeau June 12, 1872
Paul E. Doutrich July 20, 1872 Gerard R. Goulet July 29, 1872 Gregory H. Wolf September 20, 1872 Gerard
R. Goulet September 21, 1872 Mark Pestana April 23, 1873 Matt Albertson June 2, 1873 Terry Gottschall
June 3, 1873 Mark Pestana June 14, 1873 Richard “Dixie” Tourangeau July 4, 1873 (morning) John Zinn
July 4, 1873 (afternoon) John Zinn July 26, 1873 Terry Gottschall September 6, 1873 Bill Nowlin October 2,
1873 Mark Pestana and many other games of interest.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
SABR is the Society for American Baseball Research, a group of over 6,000 enthusiasts about the game of
baseball whose research interests range from the game's history to statistical analysis, records, cultural
impact, and more. The BioProject is a SABR effort to research, write, and publish biographies of every
player--and every person--ever connected with organized baseball. Anyone with a love of baseball can join
SABR and become a part of these efforts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Esmeralda Rossman:

This Boston's First Nine: The 1871-75 Boston Red Stockings (SABR Digital Library) (Volume 41) book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting
deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Boston's First Nine: The 1871-75 Boston Red
Stockings (SABR Digital Library) (Volume 41) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Boston's First Nine: The 1871-75 Boston
Red Stockings (SABR Digital Library) (Volume 41) can bring whenever you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Boston's First Nine: The 1871-75 Boston Red Stockings (SABR Digital Library) (Volume 41) having good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Tyrone Smith:

The reason? Because this Boston's First Nine: The 1871-75 Boston Red Stockings (SABR Digital Library)
(Volume 41) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it
will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such
as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Edward Cottrell:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Boston's First Nine: The 1871-
75 Boston Red Stockings (SABR Digital Library) (Volume 41) that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for



people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Boston's First Nine: The
1871-75 Boston Red Stockings (SABR Digital Library) (Volume 41) become your own starter.

James Esparza:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Boston's First Nine: The 1871-75 Boston Red
Stockings (SABR Digital Library) (Volume 41) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
available a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Boston's First Nine: The 1871-75 Boston Red
Stockings (SABR Digital Library) (Volume 41) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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