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The present confrontation of Communist China and the United States, on which
the future of peacein Asiahinges, is merely the latest phase in a continuing
historical process--the remaking of China's ancient society under the stimulus of
Western contact. How does it happen that a century of foreign trade and
missionary evangelism, of modern education and the training of Chinese students
in Western ways, has now resulted in a seeming rejection of the West? What has
been the real nature of "China's response to the West" during the past century of
our contact?

This volume gives the first inside account, on so broad a scale, of how China's
leaders reacted to the invasion of Western arms and goods, persons and ideas,
during the three generations from the Opium War to the rise of the Kuomintang.
In 28 chapters, with trandations of 65 key documents, the authors trace the stages
by which the scholar-officias of the Middle Kingdom were brought to recognize
successively the need for Western arms to defend their country, Western
technology for making arms, modern science to support technology, its
application in modern industry to strengthen the nation, and all the attendant new
ideas which led them eventually into great movements for institutional reform,
political revolution, and ideological reconstruction.

From the famous Commissioner un'sfirst study of Western geography during his
anti-opium crusade, through the efforts of Li Hungchang and others at "self-
strengthening" by industrialization, down to the critical thought of Dr. Hu Shih
and the eclecticism of Sun Y at-sen in the early 20th century, the writings of
China's leaders ring the changes on a central theme how to remake their heritage
and create a modern nation capable of meeting the West on equal terms. The
provincial viceroys, the Reformers of 1898, the Boxersin 1900, the old Empress
Dowager, and the eager students studying abroad, each in their own way, all
grapple with this absorbing problem. The varied Chinese responses to the West
in the formative century here analyzed give us a new insight into the springs of
socia action among one-fifth of mankind.

The companion volume, for the research specialist, provides Notes and Sources,
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Bibliography, and a Glossary of Chinese names and terms, essential bases for
further exploration of this new field.
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seeming rejection of the West? What has been the real nature of "China's response to the West" during the
past century of our contact?

This volume givesthe first inside account, on so broad a scale, of how China's leaders reacted to the invasion
of Western arms and goods, persons and ideas, during the three generations from the Opium War to therise
of the Kuomintang. In 28 chapters, with tranglations of 65 key documents, the authors trace the stages by
which the scholar-officials of the Middle Kingdom were brought to recognize successively the need for
Western arms to defend their country, Western technology for making arms, modern science to support
technology, its application in modern industry to strengthen the nation, and all the attendant new ideas which
led them eventually into great movements for institutional reform, political revolution, and ideological
reconstruction.

From the famous Commissioner un'sfirst study of Western geography during his anti-opium crusade,
through the efforts of Li Hungchang and others at "sdlf-strengthening" by industrialization, down to the
critical thought of Dr. Hu Shih and the eclecticism of Sun Y at-sen in the early 20th century, the writings of
Chind's leaders ring the changes on a central theme how to remake their heritage and create a modern nation
capable of meeting the West on equal terms. The provincial viceroys, the Reformers of 1898, the Boxersin
1900, the old Empress Dowager, and the eager students studying abroad, each in their own way, all grapple
with this absorbing problem. The varied Chinese responses to the West in the formative century here
analyzed give us anew insight into the springs of socia action among one-fifth of mankind.

The companion volume, for the research specialist, provides Notes and Sources, Bibliography, and a
Glossary of Chinese names and terms, essential bases for further exploration of this new field.
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Editorial Review

Review

A fascinating and highly important book...It isimpossible within such a brief review even to summarize the
wealth of material presented...Its authors have brilliantly sketched in the background for the writings they
reproduce and have also worked into their text very illuminating biographical notes on the Chinese writers.
(American Historical Review)

For those who are interested in intellectual history this book is a brilliant combination of commentary and
documents on nearly a century of Chinese thought... the authors have themselves woven the contributions of
othersinto a meaningful pattern. (Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science)

The documentary survey by Teng and Fairbank, which through an excellent selection of material makes
available in English the most important documents of each period and each point of view, providing a
kaleidoscopic picture. (World Politics)

About the Author
John King Fairbank was Francis Lee Higginson Professor of History and Director of the East Asian Research
Center at Harvard University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Emma Latshaw:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled China's Response to the West: A Documentary Survey, 1839-
1923. Try to face the book China's Response to the West: A Documentary Survey, 1839-1923 as your pal. It
means that it can being your friend when you feel aone and beside that of course make you smarter than in
the past. Yeah, it isvery fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this
book.

Nicolas Jones:

This book untitled China's Response to the West: A Documentary Survey, 1839-1923 to be one of severd
books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit onto it.
Y ou will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.



Dana Register:

Y ou can get this China's Response to the West: A Documentary Survey, 1839-1923 by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways
for you.

Rochelle Barrick:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source thisfilled update of news. With
this modern eralike currently, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or

just trying to find the China's Response to the West: A Documentary Survey, 1839-1923 when you needed
it?
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