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Cultural Realism is an in-depth study of premodern Chinese strategic thought
that has important implications for contemporary international relations theory.
In applying a Western theoretical debate to China, Iain Johnston advances
rigorous procedures for testing for the existence and influence of "strategic
culture."

Johnston sets out to answer two empirical questions. Is there a substantively
consistent and temporally persistent Chinese strategic culture? If so, to what
extent has it influenced China's approaches to security? The focus of his study is
the Ming dynasty's grand strategy against the Mongols (1368-1644). First
Johnston examines ancient military texts as sources of Chinese strategic culture,
using cognitive mapping, symbolic analysis and congruence tests to determine
whether there is a consistent grand strategic preference ranking across texts that
constitutes a single strategic culture. Then he applies similar techniques to
determine the effect of the strategic culture on the strategic preferences of the
Ming decision makers. Finally, he assesses the effect of these preferences on
Ming policies towards the Mongol "threat."

The findings of this book challenge dominant interpretations of traditional
Chinese strategic thought. They suggest also that the roots of realpolitik are
ideational and not predominantly structural. The results lead to the surprising
conclusion that there may be, in fact, fewer cross-national differences in strategic
culture than proponents of the "strategic culture" approach think.
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Cultural Realism is an in-depth study of premodern Chinese strategic thought that has important implications
for contemporary international relations theory. In applying a Western theoretical debate to China, Iain
Johnston advances rigorous procedures for testing for the existence and influence of "strategic culture."

Johnston sets out to answer two empirical questions. Is there a substantively consistent and temporally
persistent Chinese strategic culture? If so, to what extent has it influenced China's approaches to security?
The focus of his study is the Ming dynasty's grand strategy against the Mongols (1368-1644). First Johnston
examines ancient military texts as sources of Chinese strategic culture, using cognitive mapping, symbolic
analysis and congruence tests to determine whether there is a consistent grand strategic preference ranking
across texts that constitutes a single strategic culture. Then he applies similar techniques to determine the
effect of the strategic culture on the strategic preferences of the Ming decision makers. Finally, he assesses
the effect of these preferences on Ming policies towards the Mongol "threat."

The findings of this book challenge dominant interpretations of traditional Chinese strategic thought. They
suggest also that the roots of realpolitik are ideational and not predominantly structural. The results lead to
the surprising conclusion that there may be, in fact, fewer cross-national differences in strategic culture than
proponents of the "strategic culture" approach think.
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Editorial Review

Review
"If Johnston's analysis of China's strategic culture is correct--and I believe that it is--generational change will
not guarantee a kinder, gentler China."--Warren I. Cohen, The Atlantic Monthly

"[Cultural Realism] contends that the Chinese are no less concerned with the use of military power than any
other civilization--a point that scholars have traditionally disputed because, as Johnston demonstrates, they
misread the Chinese classics."--Roderick MacFarquhar, Lingua Franca

"Johnston is correct that many actual Chinese uses of force look far more like 'realism' than many Sinologists
have realized. His stress on the 'realist' thread in the classics is likewise very illuminating."--Arthur
Waldron, The New Republic

"The beauty of this book is the clarity and precision of the argument.... We need the intellectual challenge of
such social science research on ancient and imperial China."--Joseph W. Eshrick, Journal of Asian Studies

From the Back Cover
Cultural Realism is an in-depth study of premodern Chinese strategic thought that has important implications
for contemporary international relations theory. In applying a Western theoretical debate to China, Iain
Johnston advances rigorous procedures for testing for the existence and influence of "strategic culture".

About the Author
Alastair Iain Johnston is Assistant Professor of Government and teaches Chinese foreign policy and
international relations at Harvard University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John White:

Cultural Realism: Strategic Culture and Grand Strategy in Chinese History can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Cultural Realism: Strategic Culture and Grand Strategy in Chinese History but
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
considering.

Mary Andrade:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a



lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read.
In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Cultural
Realism: Strategic Culture and Grand Strategy in Chinese History provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.

Sheila Seim:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Cultural Realism: Strategic Culture and
Grand Strategy in Chinese History.

Leroy Barker:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Cultural Realism: Strategic Culture
and Grand Strategy in Chinese History to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to start a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Cultural Realism: Strategic Culture and Grand
Strategy in Chinese History can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of that time.
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