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In Dark Star Safari the wittily observant and endearingly irascible Paul Theroux
takes readers the length of Africa by rattletrap bus, dugout canoe, cattle truck,
armed convoy, ferry, and train. In the course of his epic and enlightening

journey, he endures danger, delay, and dismaying circumstances.

Gauging the state of affairs, he talksto Africans, aid workers, missionaries, and
tourists. What resultsis an insightful meditation on the history, politics, and
beauty of Africaand its people, and "avivid portrayal of the secret sweetness, the
hidden vitality, and the long-patient hope that lies just beneath the surface”
(Rocky Mountain News). In anew postscript, Theroux recounts the dramatic
events of areturn to Africato visit Zimbabwe.
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In Dark Star Safari the wittily observant and endearingly irascible Paul Theroux takes readers the length of
Africaby rattletrap bus, dugout canoe, cattle truck, armed convoy, ferry, and train. In the course of his epic
and enlightening journey, he endures danger, delay, and dismaying circumstances.

Gauging the state of affairs, he talks to Africans, aid workers, missionaries, and tourists. What resultsis an
insightful meditation on the history, politics, and beauty of Africaand its people, and "avivid portrayal of
the secret sweetness, the hidden vitality, and the long-patient hope that lies just beneath the surface" (Rocky
Mountain News). In anew postscript, Theroux recounts the dramatic events of areturn to Africato visit
Zimbabwe.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

"You'll have aterrible time,” one diplomat tells Theroux upon discovering the prolific writer's plans to hitch
aride hundreds of miles along a desolate road to Nairobi instead of taking a plane. "Y ou'll have some great
stuff for your book." That seems to be the strategy for Theroux's extended "experience of vanishing” into the
African continent, where disparate incidents reveal Theroux aswell as the people he meets. At times, he goes
out of hisway to satisfy some perverse curmudgeonly desire to pick theological disputes with Christian
missionaries. But his encounters with the natives, aid workers and occasional tourists make for rollicking
entertainment, even as they offer a sobering look at the social and political chaosin which much of Africa
findsitself. Theroux occasionally strays into theorizing about the underlying causes for the conditions he
finds, but his cogent insights are well integrated. He doesn't shy away from the literary aspects of histale,
either, frequently invoking Conrad and Rimbaud, and dropping in at the homes of Naguib Mahfouz and
Nadine Gordimer at the beginning and end of histrip. He also returns to many of the places where he lived
and worked as a Peace Corps volunteer and teacher in the 1960s, locations that have cropped up in earlier
novels. These visits fuel the book's ongoing obsession with his approaching 60th birthday and his insistence
that heisn't old yet. Asatravel guide, Theroux can both rankle and beguile, but after reading this marvelous
report, readers will probably agree with the priest who observes, "Wonderful people. Terrible government.
The African story."

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Theroux groans his way through Africa; the first single trip since The Pillars of Hercules.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Theroux returns to East Africa--he taught in Uganda and Malawi in the 1960s--both because he wants to see
if there is hope behind the horrific headlines and because he wants to drop off the map for awhile. He
discoversthat in Ethiopiatheivory trade is aive and well; in Uganda, Makerere University still hasn't
recovered from the despotism of 1di Amin; and in Zimbabwe, absurd land seizures continue unabated. The
countries are poorer than he last saw them, while beset by the same intractable problems of corruption and
violence. Most men he meets have spent timein prison. Besides frequent rumination on what it meansto be a
traveler, readers know they can expect a stimulating exploration of history, geography, politics, and society
from Theroux, an intellectual with dirty fingernails who's expert at getting the first-person story. He can be
caustic toward less-enlightened travelers who want simply to enjoy themselves, and to aid workers, whom he
sees as universally self-serving. It's a shame that someone who strives so mightily to understand Africans can
be so dismissive of his own people. A traveler who sympathizes with the downtrodden would do well to
remember his own privileges of time, money, and education. Nonetheless, his book contains page after page
of eye-opening and insightful observations. And for those of us who might squander our two weeks off on a
predictable cruise, Theroux's vantage point from the dusty road is very useful indeed. Keir Graff

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

James Conner:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is agood choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual isyou don't know which one you should start with. This Dark Star Safari:
Overland from Cairo to Capetown is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Everett Barton:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feding doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work the following
isdifficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer could be Dark Star Safari: Overland from Cairo to Capetown why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. Theinside or content is fantastic
asthe outside or even cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

John Starr:

The book untitled Dark Star Safari: Overland from Cairo to Capetown contain alot of information on this.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see al the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author givesyou
in the new period of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

May Davidson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Dark Star Safari: Overland from Cairo to
Capetown was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Dark Star Safari:
Overland from Cairo to Capetown has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and fedl that you are the character on there. Therefore,,
not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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