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How does aliterary historian end up thinking in terms of z-scores, principal
component analysis, and clustering coefficients? The essays in Distant Reading
led to a new and often contested paradigm of literary analysis. In presenting them
here Franco Moretti reconstructs his intellectual trajectory, the theoretical
influences over hiswork, and explores the polemics that have often devel oped
around his positions.

From the evolutionary model of “Modern European Literature,” through the geo-
cultura insights of “ Conjectures of World Literature” and “Planet Hollywood,”
to the quantitative findings of “ Style, inc.” and the abstract patterns of “Network
Theory, Plot Analysis,” the book follows two decades of conceptual
development, organizing them around the metaphor of “distant reading,” that has
come to define—well beyond the wildest expectations of its author—a growing
field of unorthodox literary studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"One of the most daring and intellectually exciting books of the year."—Washington Post

“The great iconoclast of literary criticism.”—John Sutherland, Guardian

“It'sarare literary critic who attracts so much public attention, and there’ s a good reason: few are as hellbent
on rethinking the way we talk about literature.”—Times Literary Supplement

“Moretti, a mythopoeic figure, generates around himself a dense network of folklore and apocrypha.”—n+1

“Moretti is already famous in bookish circles for his data-centric approach to novels, which he graphs, maps,
and charts ... if his new methods catch on, they could change the way we look at literary history.”—Wired

“Distant reading might prove to be a powerful tool for studying literature.” —New York Times

About the Author
Franco M or etti teaches English and Comparative Literature at Columbia University. He is the author of
Sgns Taken for Wonders, The Way of the World and Modern Epic, all from Verso.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mae Modley:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Distant Reading
suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Distant
Readingis the one of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired alot of
peoplein the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the
core of this guide. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world within this book.

Michael Earl:

The book Distant Reading will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
styleto clarify theideais very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The
book Distant Reading is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.



Victor Elias;

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friendsis thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Distant Reading, you could enjoy
both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hangout typeisit? Oh can
happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Thomas Rice:

In this particular erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust ssimple solution to have that. What you should do
isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to experience alook at some books. On the list of
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Distant Reading. This book and that is qualified as
The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.
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