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Photographic manipulation is afamiliar phenomenon in the digital era. What will
come as arevelation to readers of this captivating, wide-ranging book is that
nearly every type of manipulation we associate with Adobe’ s now-ubiquitous
Photoshop software was also part of photography’s predigital repertoire, from
dimming waistlines and smoothing away wrinkles to adding peopleto (or
removing them from) pictures, not to mention fabricating events that never took
place. Indeed, the desire and determination to modify the cameraimage are as
old as photography itself—only the methods have changed.

By tracing the history of manipulated photography from the earliest days of the
medium to the release of Photoshop 1.0 in 1990, Mia Fineman offers a corrective
to the dominant narrative of photography’ s development, in which champions of
photographic “ purity,” such as Paul Strand, Edward Weston, and Henri Cartier-
Bresson, get al the glory, while devotees of manipulation, including Henry
Peach Robinson, Edward Steichen, and John Heartfield, are treated as
conspicuous anomalies. Among the techniques discussed on these
pages—abundantly illustrated with works from an international array of public
and private collections—are multiple exposure, combination printing,
photomontage, compoasite portraiture, over-painting, hand coloring, and
retouching. The resulting images are as diverse in style and motivation as they
are in technique. Taking her argument beyond fine art into the realms of palitics,
journalism, fashion, entertainment, and advertising, Fineman demonstrates that
the old adage “the camera does not li€” is one of photography’s great fictions.
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Photographic manipulation is afamiliar phenomenon in the digital era. What will come as arevelation to
readers of this captivating, wide-ranging book is that nearly every type of manipulation we associate with
Adobe' s now-ubiquitous Photoshop software was also part of photography’s predigital repertoire, from
slimming waistlines and smoothing away wrinkles to adding people to (or removing them from) pictures, not
to mention fabricating events that never took place. Indeed, the desire and determination to modify the
cameraimage are as old as photography itself—only the methods have changed.

By tracing the history of manipulated photography from the earliest days of the medium to the release of
Photoshop 1.0 in 1990, Mia Fineman offers a corrective to the dominant narrative of photography’s
development, in which champions of photographic “purity,” such as Paul Strand, Edward Weston, and Henri
Cartier-Bresson, get all the glory, while devotees of manipulation, including Henry Peach Robinson, Edward
Steichen, and John Heartfield, are treated as conspicuous anomalies. Among the techniques discussed on
these pages—abundantly illustrated with works from an international array of public and private
collections—are multiple exposure, combination printing, photomontage, composite portraiture, over-
painting, hand coloring, and retouching. The resulting images are as diverse in style and mativation as they
are in technique. Taking her argument beyond fine art into the realms of poalitics, journalism, fashion,
entertainment, and advertising, Fineman demonstrates that the old adage “the camera does not li€” is one of
photography’ s great fictions.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A talented writer, Met assistant curator Mia Fineman traces photo 'fakery' to the dawn of the medium more
than 150 years ago when artists took license for both aesthetic and commercial ends... Each chapter, as well
asthe 'Discussions of Individual Works,' yields pleasures and erudition, and overall, thisfinely curated
collection is an unequivacal delight." -Publishers Weekly

“Brilliant, exhaustive...extraordinary.”—BOMB
(BOMB)

“As‘Faking It: Manipulated Photography Before Photoshop’—curator Mia Fineman’ s illuminating book
...shows us, the hahit of aggressively adjusting photographs is actually an activity dating back to
photography’s earliest days, and one that exposes a central question about the truth or artifice of the
medium.”—The Boston Globe

(The Boston Glabe)

“Each chapter, aswell asthe “ Discussions of Individual Works,” yields pleasures and erudition ... thisfinely
curated collection is an unequivocal delight.”—Publishers Weekly
(Publishers Weekly)

“[O]ne of the most interesting, liveliest art history books I’ ve read this year.”—Tyler Green, Modern Art
Notes podcast
(Tyler Green Modern Art Notes)

Named a best book of 2012—Modern Art Notes
(Modern Art Notes)

“Fineman...presents amost extensive and articulate survey of the myriad ways that photographers have
created manipulated photographs over the past 170-odd years. Illustrated with 276 well-reproduced examples
of work ranging from the vernacular to the deliberately aesthetic, this well-written book has a good
bibliography and a glossary of technical terms... Recommended.”—Choice

(Choice)

Long listed for the 2013 Kraszna-Krausz Book Awards in the Best Photography Book category.
(Kraszna-Krausz Book Awards Kraszna-Krausz Foundation 2013-05-22)

About the Author

Mia Fineman is Assistant Curator in the Department of Photographs at The Metropolitan Museum of Art,
New Y ork. She has been aregular contributor to the New Y ork Times, Slate, the Village Voice, and
numerous other publications.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Mazzariello:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erawhere everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be smart in
having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Faking It: Manipulated Photography before
Photoshop book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Edward Foland:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you
want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Faking It:
Manipulated Photography before Photoshop is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

lda Redler:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet alwaystry to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is
this Faking It: Manipulated Photography before Photoshop.

Thomas Manna;

Beside this Faking It: Manipulated Photography before Photoshop in your phone, it could give you away to
get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got hereis
fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Faking It: Manipulated Photography before Photoshop because this book
offersfor your requirements readabl e information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book
aswell asread it from right now!
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