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Recent commentators have portrayed feminist critics as grim-faced ideologues
who are destroying the study of literature. Feminists, they claim, reduce art to
politics and are hostile to any form of aesthetic pleasure. Literature after
Feminism is the first work to comprehensively rebut such caricatures, while also
offering a clear-eyed assessment of the relative merits of various feminist
approaches to literature.

Spelling out her main arguments clearly and succinctly, Rita Felski explains how
feminism has changed the ways people read and think about literature. She
organizes her book around four key questions: Do women and men read
differently? How have feminist critics imagined the female author? What does
plot have to do with gender? And what do feminists have to say about the
relationship between literary and political value? Interweaving incisive
commentary with literary examples, Felski advocates a double critical vision that
can do justice to the social and political meanings of literature without dismissing
or scanting the aesthetic.
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Recent commentators have portrayed feminist critics as grim-faced ideologues who are destroying the study
of literature. Feminists, they claim, reduce art to politics and are hostile to any form of aesthetic pleasure.
Literature after Feminism is the first work to comprehensively rebut such caricatures, while also offering a
clear-eyed assessment of the relative merits of various feminist approaches to literature.

Spelling out her main arguments clearly and succinctly, Rita Felski explains how feminism has changed the
ways people read and think about literature. She organizes her book around four key questions: Do women
and men read differently? How have feminist critics imagined the female author? What does plot have to do
with gender? And what do feminists have to say about the relationship between literary and political value?
Interweaving incisive commentary with literary examples, Felski advocates a double critical vision that can
do justice to the social and political meanings of literature without dismissing or scanting the aesthetic.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This lively and highly readable account of the encounter with feminism will interest both students and
critics alike. . . . For feminist readers of whatever nationality, this will provide a timely reminder of the ways
in which ‘rather than destroying the field of literary study, feminism has reinvigorated it.’”
(Year’s Work in Critical and Cultural Theory)

“Aiming at readers whose knowledge of feminist literary criticism has come largely from popular media, the
author gives a concise account of a range of feminist critical approaches to literature and convincingly
demonstrates the usefulness and variety of these approaches. . . . Felski supports her arguments with a wide
variety of examples, and her writing is enjoyable to read.”--Choice
(Choice)

“For the beginning student of feminist studies, this is a good survey. . . . For the advanced student, it is a
helpful review. Most feminist students of literature will find the bibliography an invaluable tool. . . . A
learned critique and eloquent defense of feminists’ contributions to the field of literary studies.”
(Meg Gardiner IRIS)

"Felski . . . here offers an eloquent apologetic for feminist literary criticism, revealing its diversity,
celebrating its great influence on the teaching of literature, and showing its development far beyond the
stereotypes imposed by its critics. In the process, she provides a penetrating analysis of fiction and the ways
in which feminist criticism has changed its authors, plots, and values and the perceptions of the general
public."
(Library Journal)

"An informative and thorough introduction for beginners in feminist studies as well as a valuable reference
book on recent feminist debates in the United States for an advanced academic audience."
(Klaudia Papp Hungarian Journal of English and American Studies)

From the Inside Flap

Recent commentators have portrayed feminist critics as grim-faced ideologues who are destroying the study
of literature. Feminists, they claim, reduce art to politics and are hostile to any form of aesthetic pleasure.
Literature after Feminism is the first work to comprehensively rebut such caricatures, while also offering a
clear-eyed assessment of the relative merits of various feminist approaches to literature.

Spelling out her main arguments clearly and succinctly, Rita Felski explains how feminism has changed the
ways people read and think about literature. She organizes her book around four key questions: Do women
and men read differently? How have feminist critics imagined the female author? What does plot have to do
with gender? And what do feminists have to say about the relationship between literary and political value?
Interweaving incisive commentary with literary examples, Felski advocates a double critical vision that can
do justice to the social and political meanings of literature without dismissing or scanting the aesthetic.

About the Author



Rita Felski is a professor of English at the University of Virginia. She is the author of Beyond Feminist
Aesthetics: Feminist Literature and Social Change, The Gender of Modernity, and Doing Time: Feminist
Theory and Postmodern Culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Ross:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important normally. The book Literature after Feminism ended up being making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication
Literature after Feminism is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while
using book Literature after Feminism. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Eric Sanders:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Literature after
Feminism is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Carlos Moses:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Literature after Feminism the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
ahead of. The Literature after Feminism giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Joseph Whitely:

This Literature after Feminism is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having little digest in reading this Literature after Feminism can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not



any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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