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"Where does the city without gates begin? Perhaps inside that fugitive anxiety,
that shudder that seizes the minds of those who, just returning from along
vacation, contemplate the imminent encounter with mounds of unwanted mail or
with a house that's been broken into and emptied of its contents. It begins with
the urge to flee and escape for a second from an oppressive technological
environment, to regain one's senses and one's sense of self."--from Lost
Dimension

Originally written in French in 1983, Lost Dimension remains a cornerstone book
in the work of Paul Virilio: the one most closely tied to his background as an
urban planner and architect, and the one that most clearly anticipates the
technologically wired urban space we live in today: acity of permanent transit
and internalized borders, where time has overtaken space, and where
telecommunications has replaced both our living and our working environments.
We areliving in the realm of the lost dimension, where the three-dimensional
public square of our urban past has collapsed into the two-dimensional interface
of the various screens that function as gateways to home, office, and public
spaces, be they the flat-screen televisions on our walls, the computer screens on
our desktops, or the smartphones in our pockets. In this multidisciplinary tapestry
of contemporary physics, architecture, aesthetic theory, and sociology, Virilio
describes the effects of today's hyperreality on our understanding of space.
Having long since passed the opposition of city and country, and city and suburb,
the speed-ridden city and space of today are an opposition between the nomadic
and the sedentary: aweb of interactive, informational networks that turn our
world into a prison-house of illusory transcendence.
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to flee and escape for a second from an oppressive technological environment, to regain one's senses and
one's sense of self."--from Lost Dimension

Originaly written in French in 1983, Lost Dimension remains a cornerstone book in the work of Paul Virilio:
the one most closely tied to his background as an urban planner and architect, and the one that most clearly
anticipates the technologically wired urban space we live in today: a city of permanent transit and
internalized borders, where time has overtaken space, and where telecommunications has replaced both our
living and our working environments. We are living in the realm of the lost dimension, where the three-
dimensional public square of our urban past has collapsed into the two-dimensional interface of the various
screens that function as gateways to home, office, and public spaces, be they the flat-screen televisions on
our walls, the computer screens on our desktops, or the smartphonesin our pockets. In this multidisciplinary
tapestry of contemporary physics, architecture, aesthetic theory, and sociology, Virilio describes the effects
of today's hyperreality on our understanding of space. Having long since passed the opposition of city and
country, and city and suburb, the speed-ridden city and space of today are an opposition between the
nomadic and the sedentary: aweb of interactive, informational networks that turn our world into a prison-
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Paul Virilio was born in 1932 and has published a wide range of books, essays, and interviews grappling
with the question of speed and technology, including Speed and Politics, The Aesthetics of Disappearance,
and The Accident of Art, all published by Semiotext(e).

Jean-Louis Violeau is a sociologist and researcher at the " Architecture-Culture-Société" laboratory of the
Ecole d'architecture de ParissMalaguaisin Paris. His most recent book is Les Architectes et Mai 68.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Marc Starr:

This book untitled Lost Dimension (Semiotext(e) / Foreign Agents) to be one of several books this best seller
in this year, thisis because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Mary Ponce:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not just arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your aternative within spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is actually Lost Dimension (Semiotext(e) / Foreign Agents).

Lisa Saxon:

Lost Dimension (Semiotext(e) / Foreign Agents) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his’her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Lost Dimension (Semiotext(e) /
Foreign Agents) but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of
crucia contemplating.



Ruth Hill:

Isit anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Lost Dimension (Semiotext(e) / Foreign
Agents) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?
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