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Why, even in the same high-crime neighborhoods, do robbery, drug dealing, and
assault occur much more frequently on some blocks than on others? One popular
theory is that a weak sense of community among neighbors can create conditions
more hospitable for criminals, and another proposes that neighborhood
disorder—such as broken windows and boarded-up buildings—makes crime
more likely. But in his innovative new study, Peter K. B. St. Jean argues that we
cannot fully understand the impact of these factors without considering that,
because urban space is unevenly developed, different kinds of crimes occur most
often in locations that offer their perpetrators specific advantages.

Drawing on Chicago Police Department statistics and extensive interviews with
both law-abiding citizens and criminals in one of the city’s highest-crime areas,
St. Jean demonstrates that drug dealers and robbers, for example, are primarily
attracted to locations with businesses like liquor stores, fast food restaurants, and
check-cashing outlets. By accounting for these important factors of spatial
positioning, he expands upon previous research to provide the most
comprehensive explanation available of why crime occurs where it does.
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Why, even in the same high-crime neighborhoods, do robbery, drug dealing, and assault occur much more
frequently on some blocks than on others? One popular theory is that a weak sense of community among
neighbors can create conditions more hospitable for criminals, and another proposes that neighborhood
disorder—such as broken windows and boarded-up buildings—makes crime more likely. But in his
innovative new study, Peter K. B. St. Jean argues that we cannot fully understand the impact of these factors
without considering that, because urban space is unevenly developed, different kinds of crimes occur most
often in locations that offer their perpetrators specific advantages.

Drawing on Chicago Police Department statistics and extensive interviews with both law-abiding citizens
and criminals in one of the city’s highest-crime areas, St. Jean demonstrates that drug dealers and robbers,
for example, are primarily attracted to locations with businesses like liquor stores, fast food restaurants, and
check-cashing outlets. By accounting for these important factors of spatial positioning, he expands upon
previous research to provide the most comprehensive explanation available of why crime occurs where it
does.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In this unique and original book, Peter St. Jean examines why some blocks in urban areas experience more
crime than others. Based on a number of sources - most importantly, in-depth interviews with drug dealers
and routine robbers about their strategies for selecting a location or victim - St. Jean finds pitfalls in both
broken windows and collective efficacy theories, while proposing a promising new alternative." - Mario Luis
Small, author of Villa Victoria: The Transformation of Social Capital in a Boston Barrio"

About the Author

Peter K. B. St. Jean is assistant professor of sociology at the University at Buffalo.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marina Rutt:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Pockets of Crime: Broken Windows, Collective Efficacy, and
the Criminal Point of View. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important a book Pockets of Crime: Broken Windows, Collective Efficacy, and the Criminal
Point of View. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Hector Hartung:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly
because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Pockets of Crime: Broken Windows,
Collective Efficacy, and the Criminal Point of View to read.

Joshua Cameron:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be



consider when those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Pockets of Crime: Broken Windows, Collective Efficacy, and
the Criminal Point of View as your daily resource information.

Susan Frame:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Pockets of Crime: Broken Windows, Collective Efficacy, and the Criminal Point of
View. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.
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