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Speaking of Siva is a selection of vacanas or free-verse sayings from the
Virasaiva religious movement, dedicated to Siva as the supreme god. Written by
four major saints, the greatest exponents of this poetic form, between the tenth
and twelfth centuries, they are passionate lyrical expressions of the search for an
unpredictable and spontaneous spiritual vision of 'now'. Here, yogic and tantric
symbols, riddles and enigmas subvert the language of ordinary experience, as
references to night and day, sex and family relationships take on new mystical
meanings. These intense poems of personal devotion to a single deity also
question traditional belief systems, customs, superstitions, image worship and
even moral strictures, in verse that speaks to all men and women regardless of
class and caste.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Speaking of Siva is a selection of vacanas or free-verse sayings from the Virasaiva religious movement,
dedicated to Siva as the supreme god. Written by four major saints, the greatest exponents of this poetic
form, between the tenth and twelfth centuries, they are passionate lyrical expressions of the search for an
unpredictable and spontaneous spiritual vision of 'now'. Here, yogic and tantric symbols, riddles and enigmas
subvert the language of ordinary experience, as references to night and day, sex and family relationships take
on new mystical meanings. These intense poems of personal devotion to a single deity also question
traditional belief systems, customs, superstitions, image worship and even moral strictures, in verse that
speaks to all men and women regardless of class and caste.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)

About the Author
Translated with an introduction by A. K. Ramanujan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Jones:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just
their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this specific Speaking of Siva (Penguin Classics) to read.

Rene Pina:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
long to reading a e-book. The book Speaking of Siva (Penguin Classics) it is extremely good to read. There
are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did
not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read
this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Joseph Sutton:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Speaking of Siva (Penguin Classics) can be
the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Vincent Olson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book



Speaking of Siva (Penguin Classics). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must
aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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