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PLANIV
COMPUTER CONTACT WITH A TWO-DIMENSIONAL WORLD

The year is 1981, and in the computer lab of alarge university a group of
graduate students and their professor are hard at work on their mainframe,
graphically modeling an imaginary two-dimensional world. The project is going
well, extraordinarily well, when one student suddenly notices that the world they
are building with their graphics programiis. . . inhabited! So begins A.K.
DewdneyOs newly republished 1984 tale of trans-dimensional discovery and
communication. The students and their professor find, to their astonishment, that
they are communicating with Y endred, their only contact in the 2D world of
Arde. At first disbelieving, they are soon entranced by a universe in which
astonishing tiny creaturesNindeed an entire astonishing worldRexist solely on an
x-y plane. This book, following in the footsteps Edward AbbotOs nineteenth
century classic Flatland, is a cult favorite among mathematicians and computer
scientists. Asakind of mental puzzle or brain-teaser, it challenges and delights,
inviting readersto imagine just how a two-dimensional world might work. But
the book is also a parable, serving as a cautionary tale about the difficulties of
communication from onetotally alien world to ancther, and suggesting that it is
not only two-dimensional Ardeans who fail to see beyond the the obvious world
before their eyes.
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Theyear is 1981, and in the computer lab of alarge university agroup of graduate students and their
professor are hard at work on their mainframe, graphically modeling an imaginary two-dimensional world.
The project is going well, extraordinarily well, when one student suddenly notices that the world they are
building with their graphics programis. . . inhabited! So begins A.K. DewdneyOs newly republished 1984
tale of trans-dimensional discovery and communication. The students and their professor find, to their
astonishment, that they are communicating with Y endred, their only contact in the 2D world of Arde. At first
dishelieving, they are soon entranced by a universe in which astonishing tiny creaturesNindeed an entire
astonishing worldNexist solely on an x-y plane. This book, following in the footsteps Edward AbbotOs
nineteenth century classic Flatland, is a cult favorite among mathematicians and computer scientists. Asa
kind of mental puzzle or brain-teaser, it challenges and delights, inviting readers to imagine just how a two-
dimensional world might work. But the book is also a parable, serving as a cautionary tale about the
difficulties of communication from one totally alien world to another, and suggesting that it is not only two-
dimensional Ardeanswho fail to see beyond the the obvious world before their eyes.
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Editorial Review

Review
The Planiverse ... stretches our imagination by introducing a new and different kind of world. In the process,
it changes the way we look at our own. -- Discover Magazine

A worthy successor to Flatland. -- Thomas Banchoff, Nature

It's not everyone who gets to design a universe from scratch. But A.K. Dewdney has done just that. -- The
Boston Globe

Once you have been captivated by the two-dimensional Ardean world, the problems facing its difficult
technology haunt you, begging for more solutions. Arde easily becomes a puzzle without end. -- Erik
Sandberg-Diment, The New York Times

About the Author

A K. Dewdney is a mathematician, computer scientist, astronomer, engineer, and biologist. A member of the
computer science department at the University of Western Ontario for 27 years, he retired in 1997, only to be
appointed professor of Zoology at the same university in 1998 in recognition of hisimportant biological
work. Dewdney is the author of 11 books. He has been increasingly involved in environmental issues, mainly
the habitat loss created by the expansion of human populations. Currently, most of the author's sparetimeis
taken up by hiswork in anatural area close to his home, a 100-acre complex of forest and ponds. He and his
wife are managing an ambitious bio-inventory of the area and have logged over 1,000 species.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Cory Kyle:

This book untitled The Planiverse: Computer Contact with a Two-Dimensional World to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get alot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Mobile phone. So thereis no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Mary Deleon:

The Planiverse: Computer Contact with a Two-Dimensional World can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his’her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing The Planiverse:
Computer Contact with a Two-Dimensional World although doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.



Gloria Todd:

Y ou can spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Planiverse: Computer Contact with a
Two-Dimensional World is ssimple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particul ar
e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Mary Lewis:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can aso bring us to around the world.
With the book The Planiverse: Computer Contact with a Two-Dimensional World we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book The
Planiverse: Computer Contact with a Two-Dimensional World. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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