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A scientific investigation and persona adventure story about zombis and the
voudoun culture of Haiti by a Harvard scientist.

In April 1982, ethnobotanist Wade Davis arrived in Haiti to investigate two
documented cases of zombis—people who had reappeared in Haitian society
years after they had been officialy declared dead and had been buried. Drawn
into a netherworld of rituals and celebrations, Davis penetrated the vodoun
mystique deeply enough to place zombification in its proper context within
vodoun culture. In the course of hisinvestigation, Davis cameto realize that the
story of vodoun is the history of Haiti—from the African origins of its peopleto
the successful Haitian independence movement, down to the present day, where
vodoun culture is, in effect, the government of Haiti’s countryside.

The Serpent and the Rainbow combines anthropological investigation with a

remarkable personal adventure to illuminate and finally explain a phenomenon
that has long fascinated Americans.
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In April 1982, ethnobotanist Wade Davis arrived in Haiti to investigate two documented cases of
zombis—people who had reappeared in Haitian society years after they had been officially declared dead and
had been buried. Drawn into a netherworld of rituals and celebrations, Davis penetrated the vodoun mystique
deeply enough to place zombification in its proper context within vodoun culture. In the course of his
investigation, Davis came to realize that the story of vodoun is the history of Haiti—from the African origins
of its people to the successful Haitian independence movement, down to the present day, where vodoun
cultureis, in effect, the government of Haiti’ s countryside.

The Serpent and the Rainbow combines anthropological investigation with a remarkable personal adventure
toilluminate and finally explain a phenomenon that has long fascinated Americans.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Exotic and far-reaching . . . acorker of aread, just the way Indiana Jones would tell it." -- The Wall Street
Journal

"Zombis do come back from the dead, and Wade Davis knows how." -- Washington Post Book World

"An account solving one of the most puzzling biological mysteries of all time." -- Omni

About the Author

Wade Davis received his doctorate in ethnobotany from Harvard University. Author of six books, including
One River, he divides his time between Washington, D.C., Vancouver, and a remote fishing lodge in
northern British Columbia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michad Gibson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Serpent and the Rainbow: A Harvard Scientist's
Astonishing Journey into the Secret Societies of Haitian Voodoo, Zombis, and Magic. Try to face the book
The Serpent and the Rainbow: A Harvard Scientist's Astonishing Journey into the Secret Societies of Haitian
Voodoo, Zombis, and Magic as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you alot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Marlon Taylor:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get alots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
The Serpent and the Rainbow: A Harvard Scientist's Astonishing Journey into the Secret Societies of Haitian
Voodoo, Zombis, and Magic provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.



Bernard Lewis:

Beside this specific The Serpent and the Rainbow: A Harvard Scientist's Astonishing Journey into the Secret
Societies of Haitian Voodoo, Zombis, and Magic in your phone, it could give you away to get closer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have The Serpent and the Rainbow: A Harvard Scientist's Astonishing Journey into the Secret Societies of
Haitian Voodoo, Zombis, and Magic because this book offers for your requirements readable information.
Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Technigques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from currently!

June Ross:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This book The Serpent and the Rainbow: A Harvard Scientist's Astonishing Journey
into the Secret Societies of Haitian V oodoo, Zombis, and Magic was filled with regards to science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when
they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy toread a
book. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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