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In 1980, Varieties of Civil Religion was the latest statement in the field of civil
religion pioneered by Robert Bellah. Over thirty years later, scholarly interest in
the field continues to grow. By examining the force of religion in politics and
society, this book offers a comparative treatment that deepens the understanding
of American civil religion and provides alens for exploring civil religion in other
societies, particularly those of Italy, Mexico, and Japan. Bellah and Hammond
trace the historical development of the peculiarly American brand of civil
religion as they unravel its sometimes baffling intricacies. Themes include the
conviction that Americais a chosen country and American power in theworld is
identical with divine will. The book also examines the vigorous counterbalance
that has opposed unjust wars or demanded racial and social justice. Altogether,
the health of a civil religion may be a prime indication of the overal health of
any society. The authors state that when civil religious symbols are co-opted by
ultraconservatives, and the philosophy of liberalism seems less adequate as a
guide for public or private lives, arevival of public philosophy is urgently
needed. Varieties of Civil Religion supports such arevival by making the
religious aspect of our central tradition understandable in a nonreactionary way.
It also reaffirms that American civil religion, with its deeper tradition of
openness, tolerance, and ethical commitment, can make an essential contribution
to a"global order of civility and justice"
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In 1980, Varieties of Civil Religion was the |atest statement in the field of civil religion pioneered by Robert
Bellah. Over thirty years later, scholarly interest in the field continues to grow. By examining the force of
religion in politics and society, this book offers a comparative treatment that deepens the understanding of
American civil religion and provides alens for exploring civil religion in other societies, particularly those of
Italy, Mexico, and Japan. Bellah and Hammond trace the historical development of the peculiarly American
brand of civil religion as they unravel its sometimes baffling intricacies. Themes include the conviction that
Americais achosen country and American power in the world isidentical with divine will. The book also
examines the vigorous counterbalance that has opposed unjust wars or demanded racial and socia justice.
Altogether, the health of acivil religion may be a primeindication of the overall health of any society. The
authors state that when civil religious symbols are co-opted by ultraconservatives, and the philosophy of
liberalism seems less adequate as a guide for public or private lives, areviva of public philosophy is
urgently needed. Varieties of Civil Religion supports such arevival by making the religious aspect of our
central tradition understandable in a nonreactionary way. It also reaffirms that American civil religion, with
its deeper tradition of openness, tolerance, and ethical commitment, can make an essential contribution to a
"global order of civility and justice"
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Robert N. Bellah (1927-2013) was Professor of Sociology Emeritus at the University of California at
Berkeley. He was educated at Harvard University, receiving the BA in 1950 and the PhD in 1955. His
publications includeThe Broken Covenant, The Robert Bellah Reader, and most recently Religion in Human
Evolution (2011). In 1985 he was coauthor of Habits of the Heart. Phillip E. Hammond (1931-2009) was
Professor of Religious Studies and Sociology, University of California, Santa Barbara. A graduate of
Willamette and Columbia Universities, Dr. Hammond held positions at Y ae and the Universities of
Wisconsin and Arizona. He was the author or editor of Sociologists at Work, The Campus Clergyman,
Religionin Social Context, The School Prayer Decisions: From Court Policy to Local Practice, The Structure
of Human Society, The Role of Ideology in Church Participation, and numerous articles.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Lussier:

The feeling that you get from Varieties of Civil Religion: may be the more deep you looking the information
that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but Varieties of Civil Religion: giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your persona vocabulary increase well. Itis
therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having that Varieties of Civil Religion: instantly.

Joyce Williams:

The reason why? Because this Varieties of Civil Religion: is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
aongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of
advantages than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So, till want to hesitate having that book? If | have been you | will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Jack Bemis:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Varieties of Civil Religion:, it is possible to



enjoy both. It isfine combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh come
on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Danid Hutchison:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In
this particular modern eralike currently, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Varieties of Civil Religion: when you essential it?

Download and Read Online Varieties of Civil Religion: By Robert
N. Bellah #4WOUS8RGSDI J



Read Varieties of Civil Religion: By Robert N. Bellah for online
ebook

Varieties of Civil Religion: By Robert N. Bellah Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good
books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online,
books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top booksto read Varieties
of Civil Religion: By Robert N. Bellah books to read online.

Online Varieties of Civil Religion: By Robert N. Bellah ebook PDF download
Varieties of Civil Religion: By Robert N. Bellah Doc
Varietiesof Civil Religion: By Robert N. Bellah M obipocket

Varieties of Civil Religion: By Robert N. Bellah EPub

AWOUBRG6SDIJ: Varieties of Civil Religion: By Robert N. Bellah



