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In the decades after the landmark Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court
decision, busing to achieve school desegregation became one of the nation’s most
controversial civil rights issues. Why Busing Failed is the first book to examine
the pitched battles over busing on a national scale, focusing on cities such as
Boston, Chicago, New Y ork, and Pontiac, Michigan. This groundbreaking book
shows how school officias, politicians, the courts, and the media gave
precedence to the desires of white parents who opposed school desegregation
over the civil rights of black students.

This broad and incisive history of busing features a cast of characters that
includes national palitical figures such as then-president Richard Nixon, Chicago
mayor Richard J. Daley, and antibusing advocate Louise Day Hicks, aswell as
some lesser-known activists on both sides of the issue—Boston civil rights
leaders Ruth Batson and Ellen Jackson, who opposed segregated schools, and
Pontiac housewife and antibusing activist Irene McCabe, black conservative Clay
Smothers, and Florida governor Claude Kirk, all supporters of school
segregation. Why Busing Failed shows how antibusing parents and politicians
ultimately succeeded in preventing full public school desegregation.
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In the decades after the landmark Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court decision, busing to achieve
school desegregation became one of the nation’s most controversial civil rights issues. Why Busing Failed is
the first book to examine the pitched battles over busing on a national scale, focusing on cities such as
Boston, Chicago, New Y ork, and Pontiac, Michigan. This groundbreaking book shows how school officials,
politicians, the courts, and the media gave precedence to the desires of white parents who opposed school
desegregation over the civil rights of black students.

This broad and incisive history of busing features a cast of characters that includes national political figures
such as then-president Richard Nixon, Chicago mayor Richard J. Daley, and antibusing advocate L ouise Day
Hicks, aswell as some lesser-known activists on both sides of the issue—Boston civil rights leaders Ruth
Batson and Ellen Jackson, who opposed segregated schools, and Pontiac housewife and antibusing activist
Irene McCabe, black conservative Clay Smothers, and Florida governor Claude Kirk, all supporters of school
segregation. Why Busing Failed shows how antibusing parents and politicians ultimately succeeded in
preventing full public school desegregation.
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Editorial Review
Review

"By looking at the antibusing uprisings that were presented in mainstream media, this recommended
narrative presents civil rights through the lens of media studies and offers an entirely new way of seeing how
recent history was written."

(Library Journal 2016-03-15)

"Meticulous and insightful. . . . Delmont’ s critique is tough but fair."
(The Boston Globe 2016-03-31)

From the Inside Flap

"With Why Busing Failed Matthew Delmont dispels the conventional wisdom on segregation and its
convenient narrative of Southern demagogues and Northern heroes. In these pagesis athoroughly
chronicled, frustrating history that establishes segregation as a national system and demonstratesitstragic
impact upon American education today. This book should be required reading."—Jelani Cobb, author of The
Substance of Hope: Barack Obama and the Paradox of Progress

"In thisimportant work, Matthew Delmont takes the biggest scapegoat for our failure to integrate our
schools, and then systematically dismantles the story we thought we knew. Why Busing Failed dispels the
all-too-convenient narrative about the disaster of busing as atool for integration and instead shows that, as
black activists noted decades ago, the problem was never the bus, it was us. Carefully researched and
compellingly written, Why Busing Failed is an indictment of both politicians and mainstream news
organizations that aided and abetted small numbers of white parents in shifting the national narrative of
integration from a constitutional and moral imperative to an impossible inconvenience."—Nikole Hannah-
Jones, The New York Times Magazine

"Delmont tells an eye-opening story of the struggle for school desegregation outside the South in the wake of
the civil rights movement. The Southern campaign received at least moderately positive media coverage. But
as Delmont reveals in this deeply researched and engagingly written history, the situation was very different
in places like New Y ork, Chicago, Pontiac, Michigan, and—most famously—Boston. Delmont shows how
Northern anti-segregation activists were able to mobilize the 'busing' issue, along with the media strategies of
the Southern civil rights movement, to generate sympathetic mediatreatment. This book provides a much-
needed corrective to the enduring assumption that the American mass media were cheerleaders in the fight
for racial equality in the 1960s and 70s."—Aniko Bodroghkozy, author of Equal Time: Television and the
Civil Rights Movement

"Matthew Delmont's brilliant study of 'busing’ upends much of what we think we know about the media and
the civil rights movement. If you want to understand where we are today in this country--and why school
segregation is so ubiquitous and so accepted—read this book. ‘Busing' didn't fail; our resolve to desegregate
schools did. This may be the most important book you read this year."— Jeanne Theoharis, Distinguished
Professor of Political Science at Brooklyn College and author of The Rebellious Life of Mrs. Rosa Parks



About the Author

Matthew F.Delmont is Professor of History at Arizona State University and author of The Nicest Kidsin
Town: American Bandstand, Rock ‘n’ Roll, and the Struggle for Civil Rightsin 1950s Philadel phia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Concepcion Maldonado:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated theideafor a
whileisreading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other ishigh. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Why Busing
Failed: Race, Media, and the National Resistance to School Desegregation (American Crossroads) book as
basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Vivian Nava:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erawhich is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you isyou don't know what type you should start with. This Why Busing Failed: Race, Media, and the
National Resistance to School Desegregation (American Crossroads) is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

David Ashworth:

Now aday people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining
abook can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Why Busing Failed: Race, Media,
and the National Resistance to School Desegregation (American Crossroads) book because book offers you
rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guaranteesthereis
no doubt in it you probably know this.

Fran Short:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games al day long. If you would liketry to find a new activity honestly, that islook different you can
read any book. It isreally fun for yoursdlf. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a e-book. The book Why Busing Failed: Race, Media, and the National Resistance to School
Desegregation (American Crossroads) it is extremely good to read. There are alot of folks that



recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book from your smart phone.
The priceis not very costly but this book has high quality.
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