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This riveting book is the first comprehensive investigation into the organized
crime and corruption that plague Russia today. Describing a society under the
sway of gangster bosses, corrupt army generals, bank swindlers, drug dealers,
and uranium thieves, the book shows how "mafiya" crime lords and still-
powerful former Soviet bureaucrats?so-called "comrade criminals"?have
sabotaged their country's attempt at revolution and reform.

Stephen Handelman, Moscow bureau chief for The Toronto Star from 1987 to
1992, has based his book on interviews with more than 150 Russians?mobsters,
police, political crusaders, former KGB agents, new millionaires, and ordinary
citizens. Handelman traces the roots of the criminal underworld to elements of
society that have existed on the margins of Russian life for centuries and that
during the last twenty years of Soviet power became an essential arm of the
black-market economy. He reveals how organized crime has flourished since the
demise of totalitarianism, and how the Russian mafiya has begun to export to
American cities not only guns and drugs but also its particular brand of mob
violence. And he shows the detrimental effects crime has had?and will continue
to have?on political and economic reform in the new states of the former Soviet
Union.
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plague Russia today. Describing a society under the sway of gangster bosses, corrupt army generals, bank
swindlers, drug dealers, and uranium thieves, the book shows how "mafiya" crime lords and still-powerful
former Soviet bureaucrats?so-called "comrade criminals"?have sabotaged their country's attempt at
revolution and reform.

Stephen Handelman, Moscow bureau chief for The Toronto Star from 1987 to 1992, has based his book on
interviews with more than 150 Russians?mobsters, police, political crusaders, former KGB agents, new
millionaires, and ordinary citizens. Handelman traces the roots of the criminal underworld to elements of
society that have existed on the margins of Russian life for centuries and that during the last twenty years of
Soviet power became an essential arm of the black-market economy. He reveals how organized crime has
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Editorial Review

From Scientific American
Gripping and lively, this is an account of Mafia machinations and the generally fruitless efforts of honest
cops and outnumbered democratic politicians to thwart them.... One of the most comprehensive and
convincing representations of what has happened in Russia since 1991.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mindy Arredondo:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on guardería until university need that Comrade Criminal: Russia's New Mafiya to read.

Linda Manning:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Comrade Criminal: Russia's New Mafiya why because the
great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content
is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Ed Abraham:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. Comrade Criminal: Russia's New Mafiya can be your answer given it can be read
by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Dennis Utley:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people



likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Comrade Criminal: Russia's New Mafiya as
well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other
book likes Comrade Criminal: Russia's New Mafiya to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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