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Few topics are as timely as the growth of government. To understand why
government has grown, Robert Higgs asserts, one must understand how it has
grown. This book offers a coherent, multi-causal explanation, guided by a novel
analytical framework firmly grounded in historical evidence.
More than a study of trends in governmental spending, taxation, and
employment, Crisis and Leviathan is a thorough analysis of the actual occasions
when and the specific means by which Big Government developed in the United
States. Naming names and highlighting the actions of significant individuals,
Higgs examines how twentieth-century national emergencies--mainly wars,
depressions, and labor disturbances--have prompted federal officials to take over
previously private rights and activities. When the crises passed, a residue of new
governmental powers remained. Even more significantly, each great crisis and
the subsequent governmental measures have gone hand in hand with reinforcing
shifts in public beliefs and attitudes toward the government's proper role in
American life.
Integrating the contributions of scholars in diverse disciplines, including history,
law, political philosophy, and the social sciences, Crisis and Leviathan makes
compelling reading for all those who seek to understand the transformation of
America's political economy over the past century.
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Higgs asserts, one must understand how it has grown. This book offers a coherent, multi-causal explanation,
guided by a novel analytical framework firmly grounded in historical evidence.
More than a study of trends in governmental spending, taxation, and employment, Crisis and Leviathan is a
thorough analysis of the actual occasions when and the specific means by which Big Government developed
in the United States. Naming names and highlighting the actions of significant individuals, Higgs examines
how twentieth-century national emergencies--mainly wars, depressions, and labor disturbances--have
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governmental measures have gone hand in hand with reinforcing shifts in public beliefs and attitudes toward
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the transformation of America's political economy over the past century.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A very useful book for modern American history courses."--Frank Annunziata, Rochester Institute of
Technology

"Insightful, compelling, and clear. Higgs breaks new ground in explicating the most important socio-political
trend of our time--the growth of American government."--Brian Summers, Senior Editor, The Freeman.

"A superb history....Two hundred years after the establishment of the American Constitution, I can think of
no more important reading that Mr. Higgs' book, aside from the Constitution itself."--R. Emmett Tyrrell, Jr.,
Editor-in-Chief, The American Spectator

"A thoughtful and challenging work."--Martin Morse Wooster, Washington Editor, Harper's Magazine

"A book of major importance, thoroughly researched, closely argued, and meticulously documented. It
should be high on the reading list of every serious student of the American political system."--Political
Science Quarterly

About the Author
Robert Higgs is at Seattle University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deloras Pinkston:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Crisis
and Leviathan: Critical Episodes in the Growth of American Government (A Pacific Research Institute for
Public Policy Book)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different
opinion?



Effie Phillips:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Crisis and Leviathan: Critical
Episodes in the Growth of American Government (A Pacific Research Institute for Public Policy Book) will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything.
But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Carolyn Treece:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their
can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on kindergarten until university need this specific Crisis and Leviathan: Critical Episodes in the Growth of
American Government (A Pacific Research Institute for Public Policy Book) to read.

Belinda Tenney:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Crisis and Leviathan:
Critical Episodes in the Growth of American Government (A Pacific Research Institute for Public Policy
Book) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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