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English and the Discourses of Colonialism opens with the British departure from
Hong Kong marking the end of British colonialism. Yet Alastair Pennycook
argues that this dramatic exit masks the crucial issue that the traces left by
colonialism run deep.
This challenging and provocative book looks particularly at English, English
language teaching, and colonialism. It reveals how the practice of colonialism
permeated the cultures and discourses of both the colonial and colonized nations,
the effects of which are still evident today. Pennycook explores the extent to
which English is, as commonly assumed, a language of neutrality and global
communication, and to what extent it is, by contrast, a language laden with
meanings and still weighed down with colonial discourses that have come to
adhere to it.
Travel writing, newspaper articles and popular books on English, are all referred
to, as well as personal experiences and interviews with learners of English in
India, Malaysia, China and Australia. Pennycook concludes by appealing to
postcolonial writing, to create a politics of opposition and dislodge the discourses
of colonialism from English.
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English and the Discourses of Colonialism opens with the British departure from Hong Kong marking the
end of British colonialism. Yet Alastair Pennycook argues that this dramatic exit masks the crucial issue that
the traces left by colonialism run deep.
This challenging and provocative book looks particularly at English, English language teaching, and
colonialism. It reveals how the practice of colonialism permeated the cultures and discourses of both the
colonial and colonized nations, the effects of which are still evident today. Pennycook explores the extent to
which English is, as commonly assumed, a language of neutrality and global communication, and to what
extent it is, by contrast, a language laden with meanings and still weighed down with colonial discourses that
have come to adhere to it.
Travel writing, newspaper articles and popular books on English, are all referred to, as well as personal
experiences and interviews with learners of English in India, Malaysia, China and Australia. Pennycook
concludes by appealing to postcolonial writing, to create a politics of opposition and dislodge the discourses
of colonialism from English.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Recommended for graduate students and researchers...."
-"Choice, April 1999

About the Author
Alastair Pennycook is Senior Lecturer in Linguistics at the University of Melbourne. He is the author of the
1995 BAAL award-winner, The Cultural Politics of English as an International Language (1994).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joyce Morton:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This English and the Discourses of
Colonialism (The Politics of Language) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Robert Hester:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name English and the
Discourses of Colonialism (The Politics of Language) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The book untitled English and the Discourses of Colonialism (The Politics of
Language)is the main of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise
the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can
see the represented of the world on this book.

Raquel Black:

Why? Because this English and the Discourses of Colonialism (The Politics of Language) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I



will go to the book store hurriedly.

Robbie Lewis:

English and the Discourses of Colonialism (The Politics of Language) can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing English and the
Discourses of Colonialism (The Politics of Language) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.
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