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Thisisthe first comprehensive treatment of a major order of arachnids featuring
more than 6,000 species worldwide, familiar in North America as daddy-longlegs
but known scientifically as the Opiliones, or harvestmen. The 25 authors provide
amuch-needed synthesis of what is currently known about these relatives of
spiders, focusing on basic conceptual issuesin systematics and evolutionary
ecology, making comparisons with other well-studied arachnid groups, such as
spiders and scorpions. Broad in scope, the volumeis aimed at raising relevant
guestions from a diversity of fields, indicating areas in which additional research
is needed. The authors focus on both the unique attributes of harvestmen biology,
aswell ason biological studies conducted with harvestmen species that
contribute to the understanding of behavior and evolutionary biology in general.
By providing a broad taxonomic and ecological background for understanding
this major arachnid group, the book should give field biologists worldwide the
means to identify specimens and provide an invaluable reference for
understanding harvestmen diversity and biology.
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Thisisthe first comprehensive treatment of a major order of arachnids featuring more than 6,000 species
worldwide, familiar in North America as daddy-longlegs but known scientifically as the Opiliones, or
harvestmen. The 25 authors provide a much-needed synthesis of what is currently known about these
relatives of spiders, focusing on basic conceptual issues in systematics and evolutionary ecology, making
comparisons with other well-studied arachnid groups, such as spiders and scorpions. Broad in scope, the
volumeis aimed at raising relevant questions from a diversity of fields, indicating areas in which additional
research is needed. The authors focus on both the unique attributes of harvestmen biology, aswell as on
biological studies conducted with harvestmen species that contribute to the understanding of behavior and
evolutionary biology in general. By providing a broad taxonomic and ecological background for
understanding this major arachnid group, the book should give field biol ogists worldwide the means to
identify specimens and provide an invaluable reference for understanding harvestmen diversity and biology.
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Editorial Review

Review
Thiswill be amandatory classic for arachnologists, zoologists, and general biologists. (Jonathan A.
Coddington, Smithsonian Institution)

Considering that...no single volume addressing [Opilione] biology has ever been written, this book islong
overdue and will fill anotorious gap in the arachnological literature. There is no question that it will become
alandmark reference, much like Weygoldt on pseudoscorpions, Polis on scorpions, and Punzo on solifuges,
ultimately stimulating a resurgence in research on this diverse group of organisms. (Lorenzo Prendini,
Assistant Curator: Arachnids & Myriapods, American Museum of Natural History)

Harvestmen covers virtually every aspect of harvestman biology...Inevitably, the longest chapter is on
taxonomy, dealing with the disturbing features of the families and subfamilies in the four major Opiliones
suborders. Thisisthe first mgjor revision of the order in over fifty years, and it isatour deforce...Thisisa
book that will be prized by many naturalists, both amateur and professional. For anyone with even a passing
interest in harvestmen, it will be required reading for decades to come. (Matthew Cobb Times Literary
Supplement 2007-11-16)

A summary volume exceeding those of other arachnid ordersin breadth and completeness...The landmark
chapter on taxonomy will be particularly welcome to workers considering studying these animals. For the
first time, the family level diversity of this group is very clearly summarized, with keys, diagnostic
characters, etymology, phylogenetic relationships, and plentiful scanning electron micrographs and
illustrations, on aworldwide basis...The text presents enough unanswered questions to provide an army of
graduate students with research topics. By illuminating what makes Opiliones a distinctive taxon, the book
sheds much light on the evolution and biology of arachnids as awhole, and anyone with an interest in
Arachnida should acquire thiswork. (Michael L. Draney Quarterly Review of Biology 2007-12-01)

About the Author
Ricardo Pinto-da-Rochais Professor at the University of Sdo Paulo, Brazil.

Glauco Machado is an associate researcher at the University of Sau Paulo, Brazil.
Gonzalo Giribet is Associate Professor of Biology, Harvard University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Malcolm Khan:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise.



Well, probably you will want this Harvestmen: The Biology of Opiliones.

Jesse Reid:

This Harvestmen: The Biology of Opiliones book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actualy read alot of information you
will get. This specific Harvestmen: The Biology of Opiliones without we know teach the one who studying it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Harvestmen: The Biology of
Opiliones can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Harvestmen: The Biology of
Opiliones having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Peggy Nunes:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Harvestmen: The
Biology of Opiliones suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Harvestmen: The Biology of Opilionesis one of several books that everyone read now. This
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you alot of information about
thisworld now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

John Cotton:

The actual book Harvestmen: The Biology of Opiliones will bring you to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to describe the ideais very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this
book very suited to you. The book Harvestmen: The Biology of Opilionesis much recommended to you you
just read. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.
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