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CNN host and best-selling author Fareed Zakaria argues for a renewed
commitment to the world’s most valuable educational tradition.

The liberal arts are under attack. The governors of Florida, Texas, and North
Carolina have all pledged that they will not spend taxpayer money subsidizing
the liberal arts, and they seem to have an unlikely ally in President Obama. While
at a General Electric plant in early 2014, Obama remarked, "I promise you, folks
can make a lot more, potentially, with skilled manufacturing or the trades than
they might with an art history degree." These messages are hitting home: majors
like English and history, once very popular and highly respected, are in steep
decline.

"I get it," writes Fareed Zakaria, recalling the atmosphere in India where he grew
up, which was even more obsessed with getting a skills-based education.
However, the CNN host and best-selling author explains why this widely held
view is mistaken and shortsighted.

Zakaria eloquently expounds on the virtues of a liberal arts education?how to
write clearly, how to express yourself convincingly, and how to think
analytically. He turns our leaders' vocational argument on its head. American
routine manufacturing jobs continue to get automated or outsourced, and specific
vocational knowledge is often outdated within a few years. Engineering is a great
profession, but key value-added skills you will also need are creativity, lateral
thinking, design, communication, storytelling, and, more than anything, the
ability to continually learn and enjoy learning?precisely the gifts of a liberal
education.

Zakaria argues that technology is transforming education, opening up access to
the best courses and classes in a vast variety of subjects for millions around the
world. We are at the dawn of the greatest expansion of the idea of a liberal
education in human history.
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CNN host and best-selling author Fareed Zakaria argues for a renewed commitment to the world’s
most valuable educational tradition.

The liberal arts are under attack. The governors of Florida, Texas, and North Carolina have all pledged that
they will not spend taxpayer money subsidizing the liberal arts, and they seem to have an unlikely ally in
President Obama. While at a General Electric plant in early 2014, Obama remarked, "I promise you, folks
can make a lot more, potentially, with skilled manufacturing or the trades than they might with an art history
degree." These messages are hitting home: majors like English and history, once very popular and highly
respected, are in steep decline.

"I get it," writes Fareed Zakaria, recalling the atmosphere in India where he grew up, which was even more
obsessed with getting a skills-based education. However, the CNN host and best-selling author explains why
this widely held view is mistaken and shortsighted.

Zakaria eloquently expounds on the virtues of a liberal arts education?how to write clearly, how to express
yourself convincingly, and how to think analytically. He turns our leaders' vocational argument on its head.
American routine manufacturing jobs continue to get automated or outsourced, and specific vocational
knowledge is often outdated within a few years. Engineering is a great profession, but key value-added skills
you will also need are creativity, lateral thinking, design, communication, storytelling, and, more than
anything, the ability to continually learn and enjoy learning?precisely the gifts of a liberal education.

Zakaria argues that technology is transforming education, opening up access to the best courses and classes
in a vast variety of subjects for millions around the world. We are at the dawn of the greatest expansion of
the idea of a liberal education in human history.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Smart.” (Nicholas Kristof - The New York Times)

About the Author
Fareed Zakaria has been called "the most influential foreign policy adviser of his generation" (Esquire). He is
the Emmy-nominated host of CNN's Fareed Zakaria GPS, contributing editor for The Atlantic, a columnist
for the Washington Post, and the best-selling author of The Post-American World and The Future of
Freedom. He lives in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shirley Frazier:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book has
a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside that you
can your reading ability was fluently. A book In Defense of a Liberal Education will make you to become
smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which
open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Beatrice Raybon:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled In
Defense of a Liberal Education your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then
become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The In
Defense of a Liberal Education giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Michael Mitchell:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The In
Defense of a Liberal Education provide you with new experience in reading a book.



Frances McKay:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book In Defense of a Liberal Education we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book In Defense of a Liberal Education.
You can more attractive than now.
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