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In this Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, the third in Kennedy’s Albany cycle,
Francis Phelan, ex-ballplayer, part-time gravedigger, and full-time bum with the
gift of gab, has hit bottom. Years earlier he’d left Albany after he dropped his
infant son accidentally, and the boy died.  Now, in 1938, Francis is back in town,
roaming the old familiar streets with his hobo pal, Helen, trying to make peace
with the ghosts of the past and present.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Rich in plot and dramatic tension . . . almost Joycean in its variety of rhetoric . . . the novel goes straight for
the throat and the funnybone.”
– The New York Times

“Astonishing . . . Kennedy’s ambitious vision and soaring imaginative powers make this book one of the
richest, most startling, and most satisfying novels of recent years.”
– The Philadelphia Inquirer

“A beautifully sorrowful novel.  Kennedy asks us again to confront the mystery of human behavior.  And as
he illuminates it, we share in one’s man’s struggle to understand his life.”
– The Washington Post

“Kennedy’s power is such that the reader will follow him almost anywhere, to the edge of tragedy and back
again to redemption.”
– The Wall Street Journal

From the Publisher
8 1-hour cassettes

About the Author
William Kennedy, author, screenwriter and playwright, was born and raised in Albany, New York. Kennedy
brought his native city to literary life in many of his works. The Albany cycle, includes Legs, Billy Phelan's
Greatest Game, and the Pulitzer Prize winning Ironweed.The versatile Kennedy wrote the screenplay for
Ironweed, the play Grand View, and cowrote the screenplay for the The Cotton Club with Francis Ford
Coppola. Kennedy also wrote the nonfiction O Albany! and Riding the Yellow Trolley Car. Some of the
other works he is known for include Roscoe and Very Old Bones.

Kennedy is a professor in the English department at the State University of New York at Albany. He is the
founding director of the New York State Writers Institute and, in 1993, was elected to the American
Academy of Arts and Letters. He has received numerous literary awards, including the Literary Lions Award
from the New York Public Library, a National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship, and a Governor’s Arts
Award. Kennedy was also named Commander of the Order of Arts and Letters in France and a member of
the board of directors of the New York State Council for the Humanities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sybil Moore:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a



publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Ironweed: A Novel will make you
to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of
you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Sheila Seim:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Ironweed: A Novel is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jennifer Day:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Ironweed: A Novel as the daily resource information.

Michael Grammer:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Ironweed: A Novel
provide you with new experience in reading through a book.
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