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Japan in World History ranges from Japan's prehistoric interactions with Korea
and China, to the Western challenge of the late 1500s, the partial isolation under
the Tokugawa family (1600-1868), and the tumultuous interactions of more
recent times, when Japan modernized ferociously, turned imperialist, lost a world
war, then became the world's second largest economy--and its greatest foreign
aid donor. Writing in a lively fashion, Huffman makes rich use of primary
sources, illustrating events with comments by the people who lived through
them: tellers of ancient myths, court women who dominated the early literary
world, cynical priests who damned medieval materialism, travelers who
marveled at "indecent" Western ballroom dancers in the mid-1800s, and the
emperor who justified Pearl Harbor. Without ignoring standard political and
military events, the book illuminates economic, social, and cultural factors; it
also examines issues of gender as well as the roles of commoners, samurai,
business leaders, novelists, and priests.
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interactions of more recent times, when Japan modernized ferociously, turned imperialist, lost a world war,
then became the world's second largest economy--and its greatest foreign aid donor. Writing in a lively
fashion, Huffman makes rich use of primary sources, illustrating events with comments by the people who
lived through them: tellers of ancient myths, court women who dominated the early literary world, cynical
priests who damned medieval materialism, travelers who marveled at "indecent" Western ballroom dancers
in the mid-1800s, and the emperor who justified Pearl Harbor. Without ignoring standard political and
military events, the book illuminates economic, social, and cultural factors; it also examines issues of gender
as well as the roles of commoners, samurai, business leaders, novelists, and priests.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Huffman manages to convey to the general reader a concise and clear sense of the sweep of Japanese
history, from earliest recorded history to the turn of the millennium...James Huffman's account of Japanese
history will prove eminently useful in surveys of Japanese history, especially if paired with his recently
published primary source reader entitled Modern Japan: A History in Documents, also published through
Oxford University Press." --Middle Ground Review

"Huffman's animated writing style, coupled with intellectual research, allows for the material to be presented
through a vivid world history lens...a resourceful and informative book...would benefit high school educators
in preparing lessons on a similar subject or simply provide a concise synthesis to an enthusiast seeking a
recapitulation of Japan's past." -- World History Bulletin

About the Author

James L. Huffman is H. Orth Hirt Professor of History Emeritus at Wittenberg University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Berneice Ritzman:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Japan in World History (New Oxford World History) is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Chris Bynum:

This book untitled Japan in World History (New Oxford World History) to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily
to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.



Christopher Patterson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Japan in World History (New Oxford World History) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get before. The Japan in World History (New Oxford World History) giving you a
different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life in
this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

James Hopwood:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching
from it. It is referred to as of book Japan in World History (New Oxford World History). You can include
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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