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Literacy for the 21st Century: A Balanced Approach is a thoroughly applied
text written to ensure that readers understand the current theories behind and the
critical components of instruction for teaching reading and writing as
complementary in the development of literacy. Readers are treated to a
philosophical approach that not only balances the why, what, and how of
teaching literacy but also offers practical pedagogy–teaching strategies and
instructional procedures–that foster thoughtful teacher preparation and ensures
alignment to the literacy goals teachers are responsible to teach.  New text
features model practices that support diverse populations, instruction driven by
sound classroom assessment, and new literacy strategies that will help teachers
transform literacy learning with digital devices. Integrating the best of what we
know about teaching reading and writing, the Sixth Edition of this popular
introductory text provides the balance teachers need to be successful in
the classroom.
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Literacy for the 21st Century: A Balanced Approach is a thoroughly applied text written to ensure that
readers understand the current theories behind and the critical components of instruction for teaching reading
and writing as complementary in the development of literacy. Readers are treated to a philosophical
approach that not only balances the why, what, and how of teaching literacy but also offers practical
pedagogy–teaching strategies and instructional procedures–that foster thoughtful teacher preparation and
ensures alignment to the literacy goals teachers are responsible to teach.  New text features model practices
that support diverse populations, instruction driven by sound classroom assessment, and new literacy
strategies that will help teachers transform literacy learning with digital devices. Integrating the best of what
we know about teaching reading and writing, the Sixth Edition of this popular introductory text provides the
balance teachers need to be successful in the classroom.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Our university has been using Literacy for the 21st Century since 2001. Students purchase this text during
their sophomore year. When they return to our university after graduation to earn a master’s degree and
reading specialist certification, most still have their copies of Literacy for the 21st Century and they report
that they use it often in their classroom teaching." - Helen Hoffner, Ed.D.,  Holy  Family University

"...an excellent resource to use for reviewing language arts content as well as introducing pedagogy. It is
easily accessible to students and contains current, relevant information that is well supported by theory and
research in the field." - Angela Madden,  Eastern Kentucky University
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About the Author

Gail E. Tompkins is Professor Emerita at California State University, Fresno. Currently, she works with
teachers in their kindergarten through eighth-grade classrooms and leads staff-development programs on
reading and writing. Dr. Tompkins was inducted into the California Reading Association’s Reading Hall of
Fame in recognition of her accomplishments in the field of reading, and she’s received the prestigious
Provost’s award for Excellence in Teaching at California State University, Fresno. Dr. Tompkins is the
author of six other books published by Pearson: Language Arts: Patterns of Practice, Language Arts
Essentials, Teaching Writing: Balancing Process and Product, 50 Literacy Strategies, and two grade-
specific versions of this text: Li  teracy in the Early Grades: A Successful Start for PreK-4 Readers and
Writers and Literacy in the Middle Grades: Teaching Reading and Writing to Fourth Through Eighth
Graders. During the past three decades, Dr. Tompkins has also worked with kindergarten through college-
level writing teachers at National Writing Project sites in California and Oklahoma.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jeffrey Garner:

The book Literacy for the 21st Century: A Balanced Approach, Loose-Leaf Version (6th Edition) make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through
a book Literacy for the 21st Century: A Balanced Approach, Loose-Leaf Version (6th Edition) to get your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a book Literacy for the 21st Century: A
Balanced Approach, Loose-Leaf Version (6th Edition). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Sandra Leggett:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Literacy for the 21st Century: A
Balanced Approach, Loose-Leaf Version (6th Edition) book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Chrissy Stallings:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Literacy for the
21st Century: A Balanced Approach, Loose-Leaf Version (6th Edition), you are able to tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a e-book.

John Fouts:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Literacy for the 21st
Century: A Balanced Approach, Loose-Leaf Version (6th Edition) that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
all you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Literacy for the 21st Century: A
Balanced Approach, Loose-Leaf Version (6th Edition) become your own starter.
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