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With world population today edging over seven billion, and with projections for
it to reach nine billion by mid-century, the ideas of eighteenth-century English
cleric Thomas Malthus-and his grim prediction that war, plague, and famine are
the inevitable response to overpopulation--loom ever larger on the horizon. But if
Malthus is a familiar name to most educated people, few of us have read his
famous and controversial work, Essay on the Principle of Population, and indeed
few have but a sketchy notion of his ideas. In this Very Short Introduction,
Donald Winch explains and clarifies Malthus's thought, assessing the profound
influence he has had on modern economics. Concentrating on his writings,
Winch sheds light on the context in which he wrote and why his work has
remained controversial. Looking at Malthus's early life as well as the evolution of
his theories from population to political economy, Winch considers why and how
Malthus's writings have been so influential in the thought of later figures such as
Charles Darwin and John Maynard Keynes.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions
to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given
discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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With world population today edging over seven billion, and with projections for it to reach nine billion by
mid-century, the ideas of eighteenth-century English cleric Thomas Malthus-and his grim prediction that
war, plague, and famine are the inevitable response to overpopulation--loom ever larger on the horizon. But
if Malthus is a familiar name to most educated people, few of us have read his famous and controversial
work, Essay on the Principle of Population, and indeed few have but a sketchy notion of his ideas. In this
Very Short Introduction, Donald Winch explains and clarifies Malthus's thought, assessing the profound
influence he has had on modern economics. Concentrating on his writings, Winch sheds light on the context
in which he wrote and why his work has remained controversial. Looking at Malthus's early life as well as
the evolution of his theories from population to political economy, Winch considers why and how Malthus's
writings have been so influential in the thought of later figures such as Charles Darwin and John Maynard
Keynes.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Editorial Review

Review
With population growth and food availability remaining major economic and social issues today, it is little
wonder that Malthus ideas continue to resonate. This accessible and thorough clarification of his ideas is
therefore as timely and relevant as ever. Nicholas J. McMeniman, Australian Commonwealth Government,
Political Studies Review

About the Author

Donald Winch is Emeritus Professor of Intellectual History at the University of Sussex. His publications
include Adam Smith's Politics, That Noble Science of Politics (with Stefan Collini and John Burrow), and
Riches and Poverty: An Intellectual History of Political Economy in Britain, 1750-1834.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kenneth Wallace:

This Malthus: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) are generally reliable for you who want
to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Malthus: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
types. Beside that this Malthus: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Maria Abel:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Malthus: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get previous to. The Malthus: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) giving
you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your
better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?



Arturo Lamb:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Malthus: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Jesse Mansell:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Malthus: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) when you needed it?
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