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This exceptional book examines and explains Plato's answer to the normative
guestion, "How ought weto live?" It discusses Plato's conception of the virtues;
his views about the connection between the virtues and happiness; and the
account of reason, desire, and motivation that underlies his arguments about the
virtues. Plato's answer to the epistemol ogical question, "How can we know how
we ought to live?' is also discussed. His views on knowledge, belief, and inquiry,
and his theory of Forms, are examined, insofar as they are relevant to his ethical
view. Terence Irwin traces the devel opment of Plato's moral philasophy, from the
Socratic dialogues to its fullest exposition in the Republic. Plato's Ethics
discusses Plato's reasons for abandoning or modifying some aspects of Socratic
ethics, and for believing that he preserves Socrates' essential insights. A brief and
selective discussion of the Statesmen, Philebus, and Laws isincluded. Replacing
Irwin's earlier Plato's Moral Theory (Oxford, 1977), this book gives a clearer and
fuller account of the main questions and discusses some recent controversiesin
the interpretation of Plato's ethics. It does not presuppose any knowledge of
Greek or any extensive knowledge of Plato.
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Plato's answer to the epistemol ogical question, "How can we know how we ought to live?' is also discussed.
His views on knowledge, belief, and inquiry, and his theory of Forms, are examined, insofar as they are
relevant to his ethical view. Terence Irwin traces the development of Plato's moral philosophy, from the
Socratic dialogues to its fullest exposition in the Republic. Plato's Ethics discusses Plato's reasons for
abandoning or modifying some aspects of Socratic ethics, and for believing that he preserves Socrates
essential insights. A brief and selective discussion of the Statesmen, Philebus, and Laws is included.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Many will regard the new work as one of the better places to begin their background reading on the ethics
of Plato....Recommended.”--Choice

"Plato’'s Ethicsis amodel of how to enter into another's mind by making full use of one's own. Reflective
readers will gain many insightsinto Plato's philosophy, and into the art of doing ancient
philosophy."--Ancient Philosophy

"...Plato's Ethics is an exceptionally coherent and cogent book. Its arguments set a standard of clarity worthy
of emulation by champions and critics alike, and | suspect this book will appear as aregular entry in
bibliographies for some time,"--E.E. Benitez, The Review of Metaphysics

"Plato's Moral Theory was one of the classic works of ancient philosophy scholarship of this century and
Plato's Ethics should be at least asinfluential. Its clarity, rigor, and philosophical sophistication and
imagination are rarely matched even by the best work in the history of philosophy."--The Philosophical
Review

About the Author

Terence lrwin is Professor of Philosophy at Cornell University and author of several books on ancient
philosophy, including Classical Thought (Oxford, 1988), Aristotle's First Principles (Oxford, 1988), and
Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics (1985).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ruth Mahan:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge
by the reserve entitled Plato's Ethics. Try to face the book Plato's Ethics as your pal. It meansthat it can to
get your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, itis
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So, let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.



Michael Johnson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all peoplein
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Plato's Ethics. All type of
book can you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Scott Frew:

Typically the book Plato's Ethics has alot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get alot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Rosa Crowe:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Plato's Ethics that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can
be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may
pick Plato's Ethics become your own personal starter.
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