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Marine biologist Chaz Perrone can't tell a sea horse from a sawhorse. And when
he throws his beautiful wife, Joey, off acruise liner, he really should know better.
An expert swimmer, Joey makes her way to afloating bale of Jamaican pot-and
then to an island inhabited by an ex-cop named Mick Stranahan, whose ex-wives
include five waitressesand a TV producer. Now Joey wants to get revenge on
Chaz and Mick's happy to help her.But in swampy South Florida, separating lies
from truths and stupidity from brilliance isn't easy. Especially when you're after a
guy like Chaz-who's bad at murder, great at fraud, and just terrible at getting
caught...
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Marine biologist Chaz Perrone can't tell a sea horse from a sawhorse. And when he throws his beautiful wife,
Joey, off acruise liner, he really should know better. An expert swimmer, Joey makes her way to afloating
bale of Jamaican pot-and then to an island inhabited by an ex-cop named Mick Stranahan, whose ex-wives
include five waitresses and a TV producer. Now Joey wants to get revenge on Chaz and Mick's happy to help
her.But in swampy South Florida, separating lies from truths and stupidity from brilliance isn't easy.
Especially when you're after a guy like Chaz-who's bad at murder, great at fraud, and just terrible at getting
caught...
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Charles "Chaz" Perrone fancies himself atake-charge kind of guy. So when this "biologist by default"
suspects that his curvaceous wife, Joey, has stumbled onto a profitable pollution scam he's running on behalf
of Florida agribusiness mogul Red Hammernut, he sets out right away to solve the problem--by heaving Joey
off the deck of aluxury cruise liner and into the Atlantic Ocean, far from Key West. But--whoops!--Joey, a
former swimming champ, doesn't drown. Instead, as Carl Hiaasen tellsin his 10th adult novel, Skinny Dip,
she makes her way back to shore, thanks both to a wayward bale of Jamaican marijuana and lonerish ex-cop
Mick Stranahan (Skin Tight, 1989), and then launches a bogus blackmail campaign that's guaranteed to drive
her lazy, libidinous hubby into a self-protective frenzy.

Y ou've got to hand it to Hiaasen: He's perfected aformulafor crisply written, satirical crime fiction that
makes the best use of imaginatively repulsive villains, as well as less thoroughly venal scoundrels and
victims who ultimately overcome their antagonists, al while stumping for the preservation of Florida's
environment, particularly the Everglades. In Skinny Dip, we find Chaz (who'd rather be golfing than
puttering around the "hat, buggy, funky-smelling and treacherous" reaches of nature) falsifying water
samples to help Hammernut turn the 'Glades into "God' s septic tank." That scheme, though, is endangered
not just by Joey's sudden disappearance, but by the suspicions of a python-loving police detective and Chaz's
own outstanding inability to tame his Viagra-enhanced tumescence. Even by assigning Chaz a baby-sitter--
the hulking, hirsute, and painkiller-addicted Tool--Hammernut can't keep his pet biologist out of trouble. As
Joey and Stranahan unfold their revenge plot, and Tool's conscience grows in competition with Chaz's ego,
the reader can only marvel at the extent of the train wreck ahead.

As much fun as Hiaasen has delivering Chaz his climactic comeuppance, what's missing from Skinny Dipis
amore complex, more credible development of Mick Stranahan's character and the relationship he builds
with the much younger Joey Perrone. Like Erin Grant, from Strip Tease, Joey has far more going for her than
her bra-cup size; but "hero" Stranahan is of far lessinterest here than any of hisfellow players. --J. Kingston
Pierce

From Publishers Weekly

Hiaasen's signature mix of hilariously over-the-top villains, lovable innocents and righteous indignation at
what mankind has done to his beloved Floridawildernessis all present in riotous abundance in hislatest. It
begins with attractive heiress Joey Perrone being tossed overboard from a cruise ship by her larcenous
hushand, Chaz—not for her money, which she has had the good sense to keep well away from him, but
because he fears she is onto his crooked dealings with a ruthless tycoon who is poisoning the Everglades. But
instead of drowning as she's supposed to, Joey stays afloat until she is rescued by moody ex-cop Mick
Stranahan, aloner who has also struck out in the marriage department. Then the two together, with the
unwitting aid of a suspicious cop who can't pin the attempted murder on Chaz, hatch a sadistic plot to scare
that "maggot" out of what little wit he has. Even Tool, a hulking brute sent by the tycoon to keep an eye on
Chaz, eventually turns against him, and much of the fun is in watching the deplorable Chaz flounder further
and further in the murk, both literally and figuratively (Chaz's job, as the world's unlikeliest marine biologist,
involves falsifying water pollution levels for the tycoon). Hiaasen's books are so enjoyable it's always a sad
moment when they end. In this case, however, sadness is mixed with puzzlement because the book seems to
end in mid-scene, with Chaz in trouble again—but isit terminal? We thought at first there were some pages
missing, but Knopf says that was the ending Hiaasen intended. Odd.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.



From Bookmarks Magazine

For two decades, Florida native Hiaasen has mined the seamy side of the Sunshine State. In his eleventh
novel, he once again draws on hisintricate knowledge of Florida s cultural and natural landscape to weave
together absurd, oddball characters (the hirsute “ protector” Tool in particular) and an even more ludicrous
plot. It's entertainment galore—but, like Hiaasen’ s previous novels, it comments strongly on environmental
devastation and eco-justice. A few critics complain that the author doesn’t fully exploit the possibilities of
his set-up—a large-scale government project to restore the Everglades. The pat ending, too, leaves something
to be desired. Still, in his best form, Hiaasen provides “ entertainment with an emotional punch” (Orlando
Sentingl).

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Edward Knudsen:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for al of us. The book Skinny Dip has been making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Skinny
Dip isnot only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored.
Y ou can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Skinny
Dip. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Karen Taylor:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever fegling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick one
book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Skinny Dip why because the great cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover.

Y our reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Michelle Gilbert:

Reading a book being new life stylein this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you examine
abook you can get alot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Skinny
Dip will give you a new experience in examining a book.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451

Crystal Lavigne:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
haveit in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Skinny Dip can give you alot of good
friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? We should have Skinny Dip.
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