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Two sailors were keeping watch alone when the governor's men stormed aboard
the Vanity. Those two--the legend-inspiring pirate queens Anne Bonney and
Mary Reade--fought bravely but called in vain for their shipmates, who sported
and drank below deck. Jane Yolen's stirring ballad immortalizes these two daring
women and offers readers an intriguing look at life on the high seas.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Based on a 1720 incident in which two female pirates escaped a death sentence because they were pregnant,
this rollicking ballad is "offbeat and grimly amusing," said PW. Ages 4-12.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 3-6?"And silver the coins and silver the moon,/Silver the waves on the top of the sea..." Yolen writes a
most unusual ballad of pirate adventure that sings the history of Anne Bonney and Mary Reade, the only 2
women of the 12 pirates aboard the Vanity. They defend the ship from the men of the governor's man-o'-war,
Albion, while their captain and the rest of the crew are below drinking rum and playing cards. The females
are absolutely the best and bravest of this bad lot. The Vanity is taken; all are brought to trial, but Anne and
Mary escape hanging by "pleading their bellies" (claiming they are pregnant), a page taken from history for
which Yolen provides notes. Shannon's acrylics are rich, dark, and realistic, and expand upon the story.
Faces glow as they did in his work for Rafe Martin's Rough-Face Girl (Putnam, 1992). The depth of the art is
reminiscent of great classic illustrators working in oil, especially N.C. Wyeth. This is not for the faint of
heart?no good pirate story is?as pirates are not a God-fearing lot. But it is for those who crave high
adventure, death-defying acts, and an unflinching glimpse into history. A rousing read-aloud.?Helen
Gregory, Grosse Pointe Public Library, MI
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 3^-5. Finally, equal time for female ruffians. In this picture book for older readers, Yolen's ballad
recounts the last stand of Anne Bonney and Mary Reade, real-life women pirates of the early 1700s. When a
government vessel attacked their ship, Anne and Mary fought back fiercely. Although they called to their
fellow pirates for help, their male comrades (including the women's "husbands" ) lolled below deck, drinking
rum and playing cards. The men were hanged, but the women "pled their bellies," and the judge freed the
pregnant pirates. Yolen's jingly rhymes are a little forced in places but lend themselves well to theatrical
reading aloud. Shannon's very handsome acrylic paintings convey the tale's excitement with dramatic
compositions in bold reds against smoky backgrounds. The eighteenth-century feeling is enhanced by pen-
and-ink borders and the use of a parchment-colored background for the text. Pirate fans will enjoy Yolen's
informative author's note--and the alluring skull and crossed swords on the back cover. Leone McDermott

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Callaway:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure
than other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The Ballad of the
Pirate Queens book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Archie Williams:

This The Ballad of the Pirate Queens is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Ballad of the Pirate Queens can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-
book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition
to knowledge.

Maria Carlin:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Ballad of the Pirate Queens can make you sense
more interested to read.

John Ray:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Ballad of the Pirate
Queens.
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