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Though the history of terrorism stretches back to the ancient world, today it is
often understood as a recent development. Comprehensive enough to serve as a
survey for students or newcomers to the field, yet with enough depth to engage
the specialist, The Routledge History of Terrorism is the first single-volume
authoritative reference text to place terrorism firmly into its historical context.

Terrorism is a transnational phenomenon with a convoluted history that defies
easy periodization and narrative treatment. Over the course of 32 chapters,
experts in the field analyze its historical significance and explore how and why
terrorism emerged as a set of distinct strategies, tactics, and mindsets across time
and space. Chapters address not only familiar topics such as the Northern Irish
Troubles, the Palestine Liberation Organization, international terrorism, and the
rise of al-Qaeda, but also lesser-explored issues such as:

American racial terrorism●

state terror and terrorism in the Middle Ages●

tyrannicide from Ancient Greece and Rome to the seventeenth century●

the roots of Islamist violence●

the urban guerrilla, terrorism, and state terror in Latin America●

literary treatments of terrorism.●

With an introduction by the editor explaining the book’s rationale and
organization, as well as a guide to the definition of terrorism, an historiographical
chapter analysing the historical approach to terrorism studies, and an eight-
chapter section that explores critical themes in the history of terrorism, this book
is essential reading for all those interested in the past, present, and future of
terrorism.
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Though the history of terrorism stretches back to the ancient world, today it is often understood as a recent
development. Comprehensive enough to serve as a survey for students or newcomers to the field, yet with
enough depth to engage the specialist, The Routledge History of Terrorism is the first single-volume
authoritative reference text to place terrorism firmly into its historical context.

Terrorism is a transnational phenomenon with a convoluted history that defies easy periodization and
narrative treatment. Over the course of 32 chapters, experts in the field analyze its historical significance and
explore how and why terrorism emerged as a set of distinct strategies, tactics, and mindsets across time and
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Organization, international terrorism, and the rise of al-Qaeda, but also lesser-explored issues such as:
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tyrannicide from Ancient Greece and Rome to the seventeenth century●

the roots of Islamist violence●

the urban guerrilla, terrorism, and state terror in Latin America●

literary treatments of terrorism.●

With an introduction by the editor explaining the book’s rationale and organization, as well as a guide to the
definition of terrorism, an historiographical chapter analysing the historical approach to terrorism studies,
and an eight-chapter section that explores critical themes in the history of terrorism, this book is essential
reading for all those interested in the past, present, and future of terrorism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Virtually any student of this form of political violence will find much of interest in this
volume...Although presented as a work of history, the book ends with excellent thematic chapters on
subjects such as new media, technology, and the fictionalization of terrorist narratives. Valuable as a
compendium and as a reference work, this wonderful compilation is a worthwhile addition to any
personal or institutional collection. Summing Up: Highly recommended."

M. O'Gara, Rocky Mountain College, CHOICE

"The historical study of terrorism has come of age. Randall Law’s skillfully edited collection follows
the spectacle of terror from ancient to recent times, recounting how symbolic violence against the few
has long been used to communicate messages to broader audiences. Whether at the hands of state or
non-state actors, driven by secular or religious beliefs, or involving real threats or imagined dangers,
terrorism has been a strategy best grasped in its historical contexts. Meticulously detailed and
sweepingly synthetic, The Routledge History of Terrorism is an essential guide for students and an
indispensable resource for researchers and anyone who cares about this burning issue of our day."

Julian Bourg, Boston College, USA

"Exceptionally rich and sophisticated in analysis, The Routledge History of Terrorism is a much needed
addition to the currently available literature on the subject and deserves to be read not only by
students and academic specialists but also by security analysts, policy makers and general readers."

George Kassimeris, University of Wolverhampton, UK

About the Author

Randall D. Law is Associate Professor of History at Birmingham-Southern College in Birmingham,
Alabama, where he teaches courses on Russia, Modern Europe, and terrorism. He is the author of Terrorism:
A History (2009) and is frequently interviewed by national and international reporters on matters related to
terrorism and Russian politics. His current research is on terrorism, violence, and criminality in the city of
Odessa in the Russian Empire in the early twentieth century.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy Brown:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an



individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Routledge History of Terrorism
(Routledge Histories) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Edith Macklin:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for
book like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Routledge
History of Terrorism (Routledge Histories) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply
by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick The Routledge History of Terrorism (Routledge
Histories) become your current starter.

William Delacruz:

This The Routledge History of Terrorism (Routledge Histories) is great guide for you because the content
which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The
Routledge History of Terrorism (Routledge Histories) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data
in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but
this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in
which?

Thomas Williamson:

You can obtain this The Routledge History of Terrorism (Routledge Histories) by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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