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Wher e Theodor a went, trouble followed....

In sixth-century Constantinople, one woman, Theodora, defied every convention
and all the odds and rose from common theater tart to empress of a great
kingdom, the most powerful woman the Roman Empire would ever know. The
woman whose image was later immortalized in glittering mosaic was a scrappy,
clever, conniving, flesh-and-blood woman full of sensuality and spirit whose real
storyisassurprising as any ever told....

After her father dies suddenly, Theodora and her sisters face starvation and alife
on the streets. Determined to survive, Theodora makes aliving any way she
can—first on her back with every man who will have her, then on the stagein a
scandal ous dramatization of her own invention. When her daring performance
grants her abackdoor entry into the halls of power, she seizesthe chancetowin a
wealthy protector—only to face heartbreak and betrayal.

Ever resilient, Theodora rises above such trials and, by atwist of fate, meets her
most passionate admirer yet: the emperor’s nephew. She thrives as his confidant
and courtesan, but many challenges lie ahead. For one day this man will hand her
acrown. And all the empire will wonder—is she bold enough, shrewd enough,
and strong enough to keep it?
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Wher e Theodor a went, trouble followed....

In sixth-century Constantinople, one woman, Theodora, defied every convention and all the odds and rose
from common theater tart to empress of a great kingdom, the most powerful woman the Roman Empire
would ever know. The woman whose image was later immortalized in glittering mosaic was a scrappy,
clever, conniving, flesh-and-blood woman full of sensuality and spirit whose real story is as surprising as
any ever told....

After her father dies suddenly, Theodora and her sisters face starvation and alife on the streets. Determined
to survive, Theodora makes a living any way she can—first on her back with every man who will have her,
then on the stage in a scandal ous dramatization of her own invention. When her daring performance grants
her a backdoor entry into the halls of power, she seizes the chance to win awealthy protector—only to face
heartbreak and betrayal.

Ever resilient, Theodora rises above such trials and, by atwist of fate, meets her most passionate admirer yet:
the emperor’ s nephew. She thrives as his confidant and courtesan, but many challenges lie ahead. For one
day this man will hand her a crown. And all the empire will wonder—is she bold enough, shrewd enough,
and strong enough to keep it?
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Editorial Review
Review

"A fascinating and vivid account; the life of Empress Theodora leaps from the page, as colorful and complex
as the woman herself.”--Michelle Diener, author of The Emperor's Conspiracy

"If there is one book you choose to read on ancient times, let it be The Secret History." --Historical Novel
Society

"Thornton's well-conceived and engrossing tale exalts a historical figure of "true grit.""--Library Journal
Review

"I really love that the book includes not only a note from the author about Theodora, but also a Reader's
Guide soit isready for any book club to use!" --Night Owl Reviews

“Stephanie Thornton's Theodorais tough and intelligent, spitting defiance against the cruel world of the
Byzantine Empire. Her rise from street urchin to emperor’ s consort made me want to stand up and cheer. Her
later years as empress are great fun to read, but it was her early struggle as actress and courtesan that really
had me roaring: either with rage at the misfortunes heaped on this poor girl, or with delight as she once more
picked herself up with asteely glint in her eye and kept on going.”—Kate Quinn, author of Empress of the
Seven Hills

"Loss, ambition and lust keep this rich story moving at top speed. Stephanie Thornton writes a remarkable
first novel that brings alittle known woman to full, vibrant life...A sprawling and irresistible story."—Jeane
Westin, author of The Spymaster's Daughter

About the Author

Stephanie Thornton isawriter and history teacher who has been obsessed with infamous women from
ancient history since she was twelve. She lives with her husband and daughter in Alaska, where sheis at
work on her next novel.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Anna Maples:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Secret
History: A Novel of Empress Theodorais our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.



Sandra Conaway:

This The Secret History: A Novel of Empress Theodorais great publication for you because the content that
isfull of information for you who else aways deal with world and possess to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences
withinit. Soif you are read this hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The
Secret History: A Novel of Empress Theodorain your hand like getting the world in your arm, datainitis
not ridiculous asingle. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny
right but this e-book already do that. So , thisis good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt in which?

Ann Walsh:

The book untitled The Secret History: A Novel of Empress Theodora contain alot of information on the
item. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author givesyou in the
new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site aswell as order it. Have anice learn.

Scott Reisinger:

Beside thiskind of The Secret History: A Novel of Empress Theodorain your phone, it could give you away
to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got hereis
fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have The Secret History: A Novel of Empress Theodora because this book offersto you
personally readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come
on, that won't happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to missit? Find this book and also read it from
today!
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