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"Where are we at the turn of the millennium? How did the world come to be
as it is in the late twentieth century, and what do the stories of our past and
present suggest about our future?

This ambitious book surveys the 20,000 years from the end of the last Ice Age to
7,000 AD. It is part history, part current events, and part science fiction. In
contrast to the current mood of millennial pessimism we take an optimistic view
of human history. What is truly important about our age only becomes apparent
when we see the present both as a product of the past and as the maker of the
future. To get this perspective, we take a long look back at our history and an
equally long look back at our present from various turning points in the future.
We argue that the human story, with all of its ups and downs, is basically one of
progress, and that our time is a major turning point in this epic tale. We take issue
with those who say we are seeing the 'decline of the West' or a looming 'clash of
civilizations'. Too many millennial authors ignore evidence from the broader
sweep of human history. In our age of micro- specialist, there is a pressing need
to see the whole picture. If we are to get a clear view of where we are today, then
we need the whole human story -- the last century or even the lost millennium
will not do.

The foundation of this book is our belief in the capacity of human beings, both
individually and collectively to learn. We still adhere to the now somewhat
unfashionable view that on balance the unfolding of natural science has been and
will continue to be a good thing, despite the many dangers that command of this
knowledge generates for humankind. We marvel at the accomplishments and the
prospects of chemistry, physics, biology, and engineering, and believe that they
solve more problems than they create. We also have faith in social learning.
While we might wish that collective human understanding about government,
economy and society moved forward more swiftly, more systematically, and with
less pain and suffering, we argue that, even here, human history has been
basically progressive.

We see little reason to think that these lines of advance have somehow come to
an end, and we anticipate that human civilization will continue to win the
ceaseless race between learning and catastrophe."
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"Where are we at the turn of the millennium? How did the world come to be as it is in the late
twentieth century, and what do the stories of our past and present suggest about our future?

This ambitious book surveys the 20,000 years from the end of the last Ice Age to 7,000 AD. It is part history,
part current events, and part science fiction. In contrast to the current mood of millennial pessimism we take
an optimistic view of human history. What is truly important about our age only becomes apparent when we
see the present both as a product of the past and as the maker of the future. To get this perspective, we take a
long look back at our history and an equally long look back at our present from various turning points in the
future. We argue that the human story, with all of its ups and downs, is basically one of progress, and that
our time is a major turning point in this epic tale. We take issue with those who say we are seeing the
'decline of the West' or a looming 'clash of civilizations'. Too many millennial authors ignore evidence from
the broader sweep of human history. In our age of micro- specialist, there is a pressing need to see the whole
picture. If we are to get a clear view of where we are today, then we need the whole human story -- the last
century or even the lost millennium will not do.

The foundation of this book is our belief in the capacity of human beings, both individually and collectively
to learn. We still adhere to the now somewhat unfashionable view that on balance the unfolding of natural
science has been and will continue to be a good thing, despite the many dangers that command of this
knowledge generates for humankind. We marvel at the accomplishments and the prospects of chemistry,
physics, biology, and engineering, and believe that they solve more problems than they create. We also have
faith in social learning. While we might wish that collective human understanding about government,
economy and society moved forward more swiftly, more systematically, and with less pain and suffering, we
argue that, even here, human history has been basically progressive.

We see little reason to think that these lines of advance have somehow come to an end, and we anticipate that
human civilization will continue to win the ceaseless race between learning and catastrophe."
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Josette Roscoe:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem
or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Anticipating the Future.

Arielle Griffin:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the
book you have read is Anticipating the Future.

Robert Hatch:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. That Anticipating the Future can give you a lot of buddies because by
you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Anticipating the Future.

Armando McFarland:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Anticipating the Future or maybe others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Anticipating the Future to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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