CONSTITUTIONALISM,

LEGITIMACY, AND POWER

NINETEENTH-CENTURY EXPERIENCES

B
KELLY L. GROTKE

MARKUS |. PRUTSCH

Constitutionalism, Legitimacy, and Power:
Nineteenth-Century Experiences

From Oxford University Press

Read Online ©

Constitutionalism, L egitimacy, and Power: Nineteenth-Century Experiences
From Oxford University Press

If one counts the production of constitutional documents alone, the nineteenth
century can lay claim to being a 'constitutional age’; one in which the generation
and reception of constitutional texts served as a center of gravity around which
law and politics consistently revolved. This volume critically re-examines the
role of constitutionalism in that period, in order to counter established
teleological narratives that imply a consistent development from absolutism
towards inclusive, participatory democracy. Various aspects of constitutional
histories within and outside of Europe are examined from a comparative,
transnational, and multidisciplinary historical perspective, organized around five
key themes. The first part looks at constitutions as anti-revolutionary devices,
and addresses state building, monarchical constitutionalism, and restorations. The
second part takes up constitutions and the justification of new social inequalities,
focusing on women's suffrage, human rights, and property. The third part uses
individual country studies to take on questions of how constitutions served to
promote nationalism. The use of constitutions as instruments of imperialismis
covered in the fourth part, and the final part examines the ways that constitutions
function simultaneously as legal and political texts.

These themes reflect a certain skepticism regarding any easy relationship
between stated constitutional ideals and enacted constitutional practices. Taken
together, they also function as a general working hypothesis about the role of
constitutions in the establishment and maintenance of a domestically and
internationally imbalanced status quo, of which we are the present-day inheritors.
More particularly, this volume addresses the question of the extent to which
nineteenth-century constitutionalism may have set the stage for new forms of
domination and discrimination, rather than inaugurating a period of 'progress and
increasing equality.
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a'congtitutional age’; one in which the generation and reception of constitutional texts served as a center of
gravity around which law and politics consistently revolved. This volume critically re-examines the role of
constitutionalism in that period, in order to counter established teleological narratives that imply a consistent
development from absolutism towards inclusive, participatory democracy. Various aspects of constitutional
histories within and outside of Europe are examined from a comparative, transnational, and multidisciplinary
historical perspective, organized around five key themes. Thefirst part looks at constitutions as anti-
revolutionary devices, and addresses state building, monarchical constitutionalism, and restorations. The
second part takes up constitutions and the justification of new social inequalities, focusing on women's
suffrage, human rights, and property. The third part usesindividual country studies to take on questions of
how constitutions served to promote nationalism. The use of constitutions as instruments of imperialismis
covered in the fourth part, and the final part examines the ways that constitutions function simultaneously as
legal and political texts.

These themes reflect a certain skepticism regarding any easy relationship between stated constitutional ideals
and enacted constitutional practices. Taken together, they also function as a general working hypothesis
about the role of constitutionsin the establishment and maintenance of a domestically and internationally
imbalanced status quo, of which we are the present-day inheritors. More particularly, this volume addresses
the question of the extent to which nineteenth-century constitutionalism may have set the stage for new
forms of domination and discrimination, rather than inaugurating a period of 'progress' and increasing
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About the Author
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Helsinki,Markus J Prutsch, Researcher, European Parliament

Kelly L Grotke received her PhD in European history from Cornell University in 2006, where she focused on
eighteenth-century German intellectual history and the development of natural law theory. Sheis affiliated
with the Erik Castren Institute at the University of Helsinki, where she was also a Postdoctoral Fellow with
the Research Project Europe 1815-1914 between 2009-2013. Sheis currently completing a manuscript on the
decline of natural law and the rise of logic in the nineteenth century.

Markus J Prutsch holds degreesin History and Political Science. He received his PhD from the European
University Institute Florence, specializing in political history and theory with main focus on post-Napoleonic
constitutional transfer processes. Fellow at the University of Helsinki between 2009 and 2012, funded by the
European Research Council and working on the phenomenon of 'Modern Caesarism', he is now senior
investigator and research administrator at the European Parliament.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joe Bell:

The book with title Constitutionalism, Legitimacy, and Power: Nineteenth-Century Experiencesincludes a
lot of information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of
the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Randall Blake:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of timeto read it because this all time you only find book that need more time
to be go through. Constitutionalism, Legitimacy, and Power: Nineteenth-Century Experiences can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Debra Lovern:

Isit you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television



programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Constitutionalism,
Legitimacy, and Power: Nineteenth-Century Experiences can be the response, oh how comes? The new book
you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a
geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Alice Scales:

On this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of many books in the top
listing in your reading list is usually Constitutionalism, Legitimacy, and Power: Nineteenth-Century
Experiences. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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