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Thiswork revisits the golden age of theatrical magic and silent film to reveal
how professional magicians shaped the early history of cinema. The author treats
cinema and stage magic as overlapping practices that together revise our
understanding of the origins of motion pictures and cinematic spectacle.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A truly important and impressive book, the most thoroughly researched and broadly conceived history of
the interaction between magicians and cinemathat anyone has offered or islikely to offer.” -- Tom Gunning

"Along with intriguing insights into the early development of film, "Disappearing Tricks' is areminder that
magic and movies involve playing with perceptions and making the appearance of reality seem malleable.”--
"ExpressMilwaukee.com”

"Conjuring up an amazing trick of his own with this engaged scholarship, Solomon provides a fresh,
fascinating display of theory applied to film history. Thisis one of the most succinct, scintillating books of
the year. Essential."--"Choice"

"A truly important and impressive book, the most thoroughly researched and broadly conceived history of
the interaction between magicians and cinemathat anyone has offered or is likely to offer."--Tom Gunning,
author of "The Films of Fritz Lang: Allegories of Vision and Modernity"

"Students of magic history, film history, the intersection of both, and of Houdini's film career in particular,
will al find much to enlarge their insight and understanding of these subjects.”--"GENII"

About the Author
Matthew Solomon is an associate professor of cinema studies in the Department of Media Culture at the
College of Staten Island, City University of New Y ork.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lori Parker:

With other case, little people like to read book Disappearing Tricks: Silent Film, Houdini, and the New
Magic of the Twentieth Century. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we
know about how isimportant a new book Disappearing Tricks: Silent Film, Houdini, and the New Magic of
the Twentieth Century. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou need to
use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.



Diana Chung:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one together with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Disappearing Tricks: Silent Film, Houdini,
and the New Magic of the Twentieth Century is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Amber Tyson:

The reserve untitled Disappearing Tricks: Silent Film, Houdini, and the New Magic of the Twentieth
Century is the book that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will
be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did alot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Disappearing Tricks: Silent Film, Houdini,
and the New Magic of the Twentieth Century from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free
time.

Robert Hill:

The particular book Disappearing Tricks: Silent Film, Houdini, and the New Magic of the Twentieth Century
has alot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.
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