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From Africa to Brazil traces the flows of enslaved Africans from identifiable
points in the broad region of Africa called Upper Guinea to Amazonia, Brazil.
These two regions, though separated by an ocean, were made one by a slave
route. Walter Hawthorne considers why planters in Amazonia wanted African
slaves, why and how those sent to Amazonia were enslaved, and what their
Middle Passage experience was like. The book is also concerned with how
Africans in diaspora shaped labor regimes, determined the nature of their family
lives, and crafted religious beliefs that were similar to those they had known
before enslavement. This study makes several broad contributions. It presents the
only book-length examination of African slavery in Amazonia and identifies with
precision the locations in Africa from where members of a large diaspora in the
Americas hailed. From Africa to Brazil also proposes new directions for
scholarship focused on how immigrant groups created new or recreated old
cultures.
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From Africa to Brazil traces the flows of enslaved Africans from identifiable points in the broad region of
Africa called Upper Guinea to Amazonia, Brazil. These two regions, though separated by an ocean, were
made one by a slave route. Walter Hawthorne considers why planters in Amazonia wanted African slaves,
why and how those sent to Amazonia were enslaved, and what their Middle Passage experience was like.
The book is also concerned with how Africans in diaspora shaped labor regimes, determined the nature of
their family lives, and crafted religious beliefs that were similar to those they had known before enslavement.
This study makes several broad contributions. It presents the only book-length examination of African
slavery in Amazonia and identifies with precision the locations in Africa from where members of a large
diaspora in the Americas hailed. From Africa to Brazil also proposes new directions for scholarship focused
on how immigrant groups created new or recreated old cultures.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Hawthorne's richly textured discussion makes a valuable contribution to the existing historiography. This is
a story that needs to be told." - Linda Heywood, Boston University

"From Africa to Brazil achieves a trans-Atlantic perspective that will serve as a model for those scholars of
slavery who are interested in the origins and destinations of enslaved Africans. In connecting the rice-
producing regions of the upper Guinea coast with the development of rice cultivation in northeastern Brazil,
Hawthorne's majestic study demonstrates the transfer of African technology and culture to one specific
region in the Americas in the eighteenth century." - Paul Lovejoy, York University

"Building on his extensive knowledge of Upper Guinea, Hawthorne shows that the majority of slaves
arriving into eighteenth-century Amazonia came from a very small area along the coast. As a result, Balanta,
Bijago, Papel, and Mandinka were able to recreate a variety of 'Upper Guinean' core beliefs and practices in
their new Brazilian homes. Hawthorne convincingly demonstrates the tenacity of Upper Guinean culture in
Amazonia; yet his contributions extend well beyond a simple examination of Upper Guineans in the region.
Indeed, From Africa to Brazil establishes Hawthorne as an expert on the early history of Maranhão and Pará,
regions that are vastly understudied. Particularly impressive in this regard is his treatment of indigenous
people and the transition from Indian to African labor. Overall, a deeply researched, important contribution
to the study of African diaspora history." - James Sweet, University of Wisconsin-Madison

About the Author
Walter Hawthorne is Associate Professor of African History at Michigan State University. He is the author
of Planting Rice and Harvesting Slaves: Transformations along the Guinea-Bissau Coast, 1400-1900 (2003)
and has published in scholarly journals such as the Journal of African History, the Luso-Brazilian Review,
Slavery and Abolition, Africa, the Journal of Global History, and the American Historical Review. Before
joining the History Department at Michigan State University, he was a visiting Assistant Professor at the
University of Vermont and Assistant and Associate Professor at Ohio University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Max Norris:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of From Africa
to Brazil: Culture, Identity, and an Atlantic Slave Trade, 1600-1830 (African Studies) to read.



Philip Kirkpatrick:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the From Africa to Brazil: Culture, Identity,
and an Atlantic Slave Trade, 1600-1830 (African Studies) is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Aaron Powers:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this From Africa to Brazil: Culture, Identity,
and an Atlantic Slave Trade, 1600-1830 (African Studies) guide written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still doubt From Africa to Brazil: Culture, Identity, and an Atlantic Slave Trade, 1600-1830
(African Studies) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication
that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Norman Duque:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the From Africa to Brazil: Culture, Identity, and an Atlantic Slave Trade, 1600-1830 (African
Studies) when you needed it?
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