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Therivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union intensified as Dwight
D. Eisenhower entered the White House. However, the burning question for the
vast majority of the world's population was not whether they would join the 'Free
World' or the Soviet bloc, but whether they could achieve meaningful self-
determination. Nowhere did the answer to that question loom larger than in
Africa. The Eisenhower administration's confrontation with Africa demonstrates
the significance of race in the creation and execution of American foreign policy.
In this new work, historian George White, Jr. explores the ways in which
Eisenhower diplomacy, influenced by Americas racialized fantasies, fears, and
desires, turned the Cold War into a global sanctuary for the rehabilitation of
Whiteness. In turn, American statesmen and bureaucrats justified the
undermining of democracy and freedom by stuffing the multi-faceted realities of
African aspirations and Western privileges into the straitjacket of a bi-polar
worldview. Using as its foundation American relations with Ethiopia, Ghana,
South Africa, and the Congo, Holding the Line demonstrates the power of race to
warp perception and to severely limit the parameters and possibilities of human
engagement. Holding the Line provides a fresh perspective on 1950s era U.S.
foreign relations that remain salient in American diplomacy today. Thisis a book
that will be of interest to students of American diplomatic history, Critical Race
and Whiteness studies, American studies, and international relations.
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Editorial Review

Review

An interesting and engaging exploration of the malleability of race in American culture and foreign policy
during the Eisenhower administration. George White, Jr. has helped to illuminate the pathology of the
'‘American Dilemma as it confronted the disintegration of both colonial rulein Africaand the Jim Crow
regimein American life. (Cary Fraser, Penn State University)

George White has delivered a crisp, historical analysis of the rules of 'whiteness and how those rules
undercut the promise of racial equality in the United States and the fight for political and economic
independence in Africa. Holding the Line simply deepens our understanding of how far we have not come
and why. (Carol Anderson, author of Eyes Off the Prize: The United Nations and the African American
Struggle for Human Rights, 1944-1955)

Recommended. (J. P. Dunn, Converse College CHOICE)

In his Holding the Line, George White makes an outstanding contribution to the historiography. His writing
isclear, concise, and convincing, and based on thorough research. His critical analysis of the policies toward
Africa of the Eisenhower administration joins the excellent work of other scholars such as Thomas
Borstelmann regarding the relationship between race and foreign policy. In the tradition of William
Appleman Williams, White spells out another aspect of the tragedy of American diplomacy?specificaly how
American attempts to preserve white supremacy contributed to economic instability and undermined
democracy in Africa. His discussion of the harmful effects of these policies on African women is particularly
enlightening. Thisis amust-read for anyone interested in the Cold War, relations with Africa, or the
significance of race in U.S. history. (Andrew DeRoche, Front Range Community College)

About the Author
George White, Jr. is assistant professor of history at the University of Tennessee.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
L ucille Wood:

Book iswritten, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has adifferent type. Asit is known to usthat book isimportant matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Holding the Line: Race, Racism, and
American Foreign Policy Toward Africa, 1953-1961 will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel far
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or suitable book with you?



Mary Rohan:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students because they are still students or the item for al people
in the world, what best subject for that? Just smply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't want do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Holding the Line: Race,
Racism, and American Foreign Policy Toward Africa, 1953-1961. All type of book isit possible to see on
many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Jack Johnson:

With this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you should
doisjust spending your time not much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Holding the Line: Race, Racism, and American
Foreign Policy Toward Africa, 1953-1961. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Tiffany Reyes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update regarding something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims
Holding the Line: Race, Racism, and American Foreign Policy Toward Africa, 1953-1961.
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