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"What do you think of my fiction book writing?" the aspiring
novelist extorted.

"Darn," the editor hectored, in turn. "I can not publish your novel!
It is full of what we in the business call 'really awful writing.'"

"But how shall I absolve this dilemma? I have already read every
tome available on how to write well and get published!" The writer
tossed his head about, wildly.

"It might help," opined the blonde editor, helpfully, "to ponder how
NOT to write a novel, so you might avoid the very thing!"

Many writing books offer sound advice on how to write well. This is not one of
those books. On the contrary, this is a collection of terrible, awkward, and
laughably unreadable excerpts that will teach you what to avoid—at all costs—if
you ever want your novel published.

In How Not to Write a Novel, authors Howard Mittelmark and Sandra Newman
distill their 30 years combined experience in teaching, editing, writing, and
reviewing fiction to bring you real advice from the other side of the query letter.
Rather than telling you how or what to write, they identify the 200 most common
mistakes unconsciously made by writers and teach you to recognize, avoid, and
amend them. With hilarious "mis-examples" to demonstrate each manuscript-
mangling error, they'll help you troubleshoot your beginnings and endings, bad
guys, love interests, style, jokes, perspective, voice, and more. As funny as it is
useful, this essential how-NOT-to guide will help you get your manuscript out of
the slush pile and into the bookstore.
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"What do you think of my fiction book writing?" the aspiring novelist extorted.

"Darn," the editor hectored, in turn. "I can not publish your novel! It is full of what we in the
business call 'really awful writing.'"

"But how shall I absolve this dilemma? I have already read every tome available on how to
write well and get published!" The writer tossed his head about, wildly.

"It might help," opined the blonde editor, helpfully, "to ponder how NOT to write a novel, so
you might avoid the very thing!"

Many writing books offer sound advice on how to write well. This is not one of those books. On the
contrary, this is a collection of terrible, awkward, and laughably unreadable excerpts that will teach you what
to avoid—at all costs—if you ever want your novel published.

In How Not to Write a Novel, authors Howard Mittelmark and Sandra Newman distill their 30 years
combined experience in teaching, editing, writing, and reviewing fiction to bring you real advice from the
other side of the query letter. Rather than telling you how or what to write, they identify the 200 most
common mistakes unconsciously made by writers and teach you to recognize, avoid, and amend them. With
hilarious "mis-examples" to demonstrate each manuscript-mangling error, they'll help you troubleshoot your
beginnings and endings, bad guys, love interests, style, jokes, perspective, voice, and more. As funny as it is
useful, this essential how-NOT-to guide will help you get your manuscript out of the slush pile and into the
bookstore.
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Editorial Review

Review
“The teaching of creative writing just entered a whole new era with the publication of How Not to Write a
Novel. Heavens, what a joy this book is….” (Lynne Truss)

Authors and editors Mittlemark and Newman identify writing pitfalls in each aspect of novel writing…. A
great resource, this tongue-in-cheek guide is a fun read with a lot of solid advice for would-be novelists.
(Publishers Weekly)

This writing how-to should carry a warning: it’s the kind of book one reads at the expense of other
responsibilities….a surprisingly distinctive approach within the crowded category of novel-writing guides.
(Library Journal)

“[A] hilarious, wickedly observed and deeply useful guide.” (The Observer, review by Kate Saunders)

“Sandra Newman and Howard Mittelmark have produced an invaluable guide.” (The Independent)

About the Author

Writer and editor Howard Mittelmark's book reviews and essays have appeared in the New York Times,
Washington Post, Philadelphia Inquirer, Hollywood Reporter, Writer's Digest, and other publications. He is
the author of the novel Age of Consent.

Sandra Newman is the author of The Only Good Thing Anyone Has Ever Done, which was short-listed for
the Guardian First Book Award. She is also the author of the novel Cake; the memoir, Changeling; How Not
to Write a Novel, an irreverent how-to guide with Howard Mittelmark; and The Western Lit Survival Kit. She
lives in New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lavone Anderson:

In other case, little people like to read book How Not to Write a Novel: 200 Classic Mistakes and How to
Avoid Them--A Misstep-by-Misstep Guide. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important a new book How Not to Write a Novel: 200 Classic Mistakes
and How to Avoid Them--A Misstep-by-Misstep Guide. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From
your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.



Shawn Jones:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a e-book. The book How Not to Write a Novel: 200 Classic Mistakes and How to Avoid
Them--A Misstep-by-Misstep Guide it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this
book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The
price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Stacie Schneider:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love How Not to Write a Novel: 200 Classic Mistakes and
How to Avoid Them--A Misstep-by-Misstep Guide, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Earl Casey:

The book untitled How Not to Write a Novel: 200 Classic Mistakes and How to Avoid Them--A Misstep-
by-Misstep Guide contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to
read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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