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Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, born in India, is an acclaimed novelist for adults and
award-winning poet who teaches creative writing at Foothill College in Los Altos
Hills, California, where she also serves as president of MAITRI, a helpline for
South Asian women. "Neela" is part of the Girls of Many Lands series which was
an American Girl series of eight books and display-only dolls that spanned
several countries and time periods. In this story, Neela finds herself caught
between the village traditions of India and her sympathy with the freedom
fighters who seek to free India from British rule in 1939. When her father
disappears to fight with them, she risks her life and reputation to try to find him.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-8-Neela, 12, lives in India, where 200 years of British rule has turned sour. When she befriends an
underground freedom fighter, Samar, her interest in India's struggle begins to consume her every thought.
Her father has joined Mohandas Gandhi's peaceful "civil disobedience" movement, and she becomes
determined to help him and Samar fight for her country's freedom. Meanwhile, her mother has brought her
news of an offer of marriage, a lucky catch as the boy is from a wealthy and cultured family. Refusing to
rush into an engagement, she steals away from home, disguised as a boy, and heads for Calcutta. Neela has
several adventures and close calls, but she finds both men and is instrumental in getting them safely home. A
strong female protagonist and historical subject matter are limited by a predictable plot. A hinted-at romance
between Samar and Neela never emerges and the drama of the country's political tension is watered-down by
far-fetched heroics. For a title that focuses on the mystical and exotic flavor of India, lead readers to Suzanne
Fisher Staples's Shiva's Fire (Farrar, 2000).
Alison Follos, North Country School, Lake Placid, NY
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 5-8. Divakaruni is best known for her poetry and short stories for adults, including her acclaimed fiction
collection Arranged Marriages (1995). Her first offering for young readers, part of the Girls of Many Lands
series, is a fast, nail-biting adventure set during India's fight for independence. Twelve-year-old Neela is
exhilarated when her sister's wedding is interrupted by a band of rough freedom fighters asking for money
and food. Neela is swept up by the patriotic excitement, and later, against her mother's protests, she helps to
harbor Samar, a wounded fighter. When her father never returns from a protest march, Neela travels alone to
Calcutta to find him, and with the help of Samar and his wealthy cousin, hatches a brazen rescue plan.
Passages explaining the necessary historical and cultural background are admirably clear but not always well
blended into the narrative, and some of the characters and the story's overt messages lack subtlety. But
Divakaruni turns a rare subject in children's literature into a well-paced, gripping story that captures
universal emotions as well as the complexity of Neela's choices and her anger as she begins to see the facts
of colonialism. The precise, vibrant details of time and place (Divakaruni was raised in Calcutta) will put
readers next to Neela on the terrifying train rides, the hot, crowded streets and, finally, in the arms of her
parents. Gillian Engberg
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nona Whitehouse:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Neela: Victory Song (Girls of Many Lands). Try to stumble through
book Neela: Victory Song (Girls of Many Lands) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when
you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Robert Clift:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Neela: Victory
Song (Girls of Many Lands) book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Clayton Bruce:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Neela: Victory Song
(Girls of Many Lands).

Carl Johnson:

You may spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Neela: Victory Song (Girls of Many
Lands) is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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