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Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature hit the philosophical world like a
bombshell. Richard Rorty, a Princeton professor who had contributed to the
analytic tradition in philosophy, was now attempting to shrug off all the central
problems with which it had long been preoccupied. After publication, the Press
was barely able to keep up with demand, and the book has since gone on to
become one of its all-time best-sellers in philosophy.

Rorty argued that, beginning in the seventeenth century, philosophers developed
an unhealthy obsession with the notion of representation. They compared the
mind to a mirror that reflects reality. In their view, knowledge is concerned with
the accuracy of these reflections, and the strategy employed to obtain this
knowledge--that of inspecting, repairing, and polishing the mirror--belongs to
philosophy. Rorty's book was a powerful critique of this imagery and the
tradition of thought that it spawned. He argued that the questions about truth
posed by Descartes, Kant, Hegel, and modern epistemologists and philosophers
of language simply couldn't be answered and were, in any case, irrelevant to
serious social and cultural inquiry. This stance provoked a barrage of criticism,
but whatever the strengths of Rorty's specific claims, the book had a therapeutic
effect on philosophy. It reenergized pragmatism as an intellectual force, steered
philosophy back to its roots in the humanities, and helped to make alternatives to
analytic philosophy a serious choice for young graduate students. Twenty-five
years later, the book remains a must-read for anyone seriously concerned about
the nature of philosophical inquiry and what philosophers can and cannot do to
help us understand and improve the world.
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Rorty argued that, beginning in the seventeenth century, philosophers developed an unhealthy obsession with
the notion of representation. They compared the mind to a mirror that reflects reality. In their view,
knowledge is concerned with the accuracy of these reflections, and the strategy employed to obtain this
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Editorial Review

Review
The Times Literary Supplement : This is an ambitious and important book. Ambitious because it attempts to
place the main concerns and discussions of contemporary philosophy within a historical perspective;
important because this is all too rarely attempted within our present philosophical culture, and almost never
done this well.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antoine Dejean:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature. You can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book Philosophy and
the Mirror of Nature. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go
to the library. Let's learn.

Mary Hopkins:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature as your daily
resource information.

Fern Marshall:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you
did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.



Marsha Gleason:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Philosophy and the Mirror of
Nature.
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