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The Age of Improvement has long established itself as a classic of modern
historical writing. Widely read and quoted it has had a unique influence on
teaching and research. This second edition draws on the great volume of new
research - produced by Lord Briggs amongst others, sinceitsorigina publication.
The book stresses both the underlying unity and the rich variety of the age, and
raises fundamental issues about a period of crucial changein British history -
industrialisation, war, constitutional change and the attitudes of politicians
towardsiit, political development, and, not least, society and culture. Inthe
background are the new economic powers based on the development of a coal
and iron technology; in the foreground, new social and political problems and
new ways of tackling them. The author aso discusses perceptions of, and
reactions to, changing circumstances, the influence of religion and science on
national life, and changing stylesin art and literature. The story ends, not with a
full stop but with a question mark. Could improvement be maintained? Could
bal ance and progress continue to be reconciled?
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The Age of Improvement has long established itself as a classic of modern historical writing. Widely read and
quoted it has had a unique influence on teaching and research. This second edition draws on the great
volume of new research - produced by Lord Briggs amongst others, since its original publication. The book
stresses both the underlying unity and the rich variety of the age, and raises fundamental issues about a
period of crucial change in British history - industrialisation, war, constitutional change and the attitudes of
politicians towards it, political development, and, not least, society and culture. In the background are the
new economic powers based on the development of acoal and iron technology; in the foreground, new social
and political problems and new ways of tackling them. The author also discusses perceptions of, and
reactions to, changing circumstances, the influence of religion and science on national life, and changing
stylesin art and literature. The story ends, not with afull stop but with a question mark. Could improvement
be maintained? Could balance and progress continue to be reconciled?
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Editorial Review
Review

'An excellent account of one major aspect of English history.'

Economic History Review

"An accessible, straightforward and perceptive introduction to late Hanoverian and early Victorian British
History."Miles Taylor, King's College, London

From the Back Cover

"Hetakes for granted that there is only one history of England and not a basic course of political and party
history with afew side-dishes on social conditions, literature, the arts, etc.”
Eric Hobsbawm, New Statesman

"An excellent account of one major aspect of English history. It isin the mingling of political and social
history so that each adds depth to the other that Professor Briggs s great strength and individuality are
found..."

Economic History Review

"Thetitle aloneis enough to recommend it"
Catholic Herald

The Age of Improvement was first published in hardback in 1959 as part of Longman s prestigious A History
of England series before being reissued in paperback in 1979. This remarkabl e book has long established
itself as a classic of modern historical writing. With sales now reaching almost 100,000 copies the book been
very widely read and quoted and has had a unique influence on teaching and research. Now, a further twenty
years on, the book has been thoroughly revised and updated throughout - it is sure to be welcomed by a new
generation of readers.

The Second Edition draws on the great volume of new research since the book first appeared - not least in
the now flourishing field of Victorian Studies . Lord Briggs has made his own substantial contribution to this
new research, reflected in his prodigious list of publications covering local history, history from below , the
history of cities, the history of food and drink, the history of health, and the history of things .

About the Author

ASA BRIGGS s one of the most highly respected British historians. He is the author of Victorian People,
Victorian Cities and Victorian Things. He has also written a five-volume history of broadcasting in the
United Kingdom. He was made alife peer in 1976.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Brandon Li:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Y es, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Age of
Improvement, 1783-1867 (2nd Edition) book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Cheryl Cooley:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is agood choice in your case but the
problems coming to an individua is you don't know which you should start with. This The Age of
Improvement, 1783-1867 (2nd Edition) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

CatherineLyons:

The reserve untitled The Age of Improvement, 1783-1867 (2nd Edition) is the guide that recommended to
you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did alot
of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Age of Improvement, 1783-1867 (2nd Edition) from the
publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

Glen Hall:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know everything
you want. A book isa pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This book The Age of Improvement, 1783-1867 (2nd Edition) wasfilled in relation to
science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy
to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many waysto get book you wanted.
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