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From creepy picture books to Harry Potter, Lemony Snicket, the Spiderwick
Chronicles, and countless vampire series for young adult readers, fear has
become a dominant mode of entertainment for young readers. The last two
decades have seen an enormous growth in the critical study of two very different
genres, the Gothic and children’s literature.

The Gothic, concerned with the perverse and the forbidden, with adult sexuality
and religious or metaphysical doubts and heresies, seems to represent everything
that children’s literature, as a genre, was designed to keep out. Indeed, this does
seem to be very much the way that children’s literature was marketed in the late
eighteenth century, at exactly the same time that the Gothic was really taking off,
written by the same women novelists who were responsible for the promotion of
a safe and segregated children’s literature.

This collection examines the early intersection of the Gothic and children’s
literature and the contemporary manifestations of the gothic impulse, revealing
that Gothic elements can, in fact, be traced in children’s literature for as long as
children have been reading.
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From creepy picture books to Harry Potter, Lemony Snicket, the Spiderwick Chronicles, and countless
vampire series for young adult readers, fear has become a dominant mode of entertainment for young
readers. The last two decades have seen an enormous growth in the critical study of two very different
genres, the Gothic and children’s literature.

The Gothic, concerned with the perverse and the forbidden, with adult sexuality and religious or
metaphysical doubts and heresies, seems to represent everything that children’s literature, as a genre, was
designed to keep out. Indeed, this does seem to be very much the way that children’s literature was marketed
in the late eighteenth century, at exactly the same time that the Gothic was really taking off, written by the
same women novelists who were responsible for the promotion of a safe and segregated children’s literature.

This collection examines the early intersection of the Gothic and children’s literature and the contemporary
manifestations of the gothic impulse, revealing that Gothic elements can, in fact, be traced in children’s
literature for as long as children have been reading.
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Editorial Review

Review

The prevalence of Gothic themes in literature for young readers is the impetus for this collection, which fills
a void in children's literature criticism. This timely collection presents a variety of perspectives and discusses
a variety of texts, and so is a valuable addition to the literature. Recommended.  -- P. J. Kurtz, Minot State
University, Choice

About the Author

Anna Jackson is Lecturer in English at Victoria University of Wellington in New Zealand.

Roderick McGillis is Professor of English at the University of Calgary. He is author of Nimble Reader:
Literary Theory and Children’s Literature, winner of the 1997 IRSCL Award for Distinguished research. His
other books include A Little Princess: Gender and Empire (Twayne, 1996) and We Was Some Kind of Man:
Masculinity in the B Western (Wilfrid Laurier University Press, forthcoming). He was one of six Senior
Editors for the Encyclopedia of Children’s Literature, forthcoming from Oxford University Press.

Karen Coats is Associate Professor of English at Illinois State University. She is author of Looking Glasses
and Neverlands: Lacan, Desire, and Subjectivity in Children’s Literature (University of Iowa Press, 2004),
which was selected as a Choice Outstanding Academic Title of 2004.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Curtis Salas:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Gothic in Children's Literature: Haunting the Borders
(Children's Literature and Culture (Paperback)) book is readable through you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with The Gothic in Children's
Literature: Haunting the Borders (Children's Literature and Culture (Paperback)) content conveys the idea
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but
it just different as it. So , do you still thinking The Gothic in Children's Literature: Haunting the Borders
(Children's Literature and Culture (Paperback)) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Teressa Fernandez:

The event that you get from The Gothic in Children's Literature: Haunting the Borders (Children's Literature



and Culture (Paperback)) is the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you
get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Gothic in Children's
Literature: Haunting the Borders (Children's Literature and Culture (Paperback)) giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of The Gothic in Children's Literature:
Haunting the Borders (Children's Literature and Culture (Paperback)) instantly.

Daniel Nelson:

The book with title The Gothic in Children's Literature: Haunting the Borders (Children's Literature and
Culture (Paperback)) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition
of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Danny Padilla:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Gothic in Children's
Literature: Haunting the Borders (Children's Literature and Culture (Paperback)), you may enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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