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Who was Jesus? And how was this first-century political revolutionary, whose
teachings are meant to lead the way to freedom, turned into a meek and mild
servant of the status quo? How isit possible to profess a belief in Jesus, yet
ignore the suffering of the poor and the needy? Just how truly faithful to the
vision of Jesus are the many politicians who claim to be Christian? These are the
kinds of questions Obery Hendricks, abiblical scholar, activist, and minister,
asksin this provocative new book. In this day and age of heated political debate,
Hendricks's The Palitics of Jesus stands out as much for its brilliant re-creation
of the life and mind of Jesus of Nazareth asfor its scathing critique of modern
politicians “ of faith.”
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Thundering like a biblical prophet against social and economic injustice, racism and political deceit ("Jesus
did not establish a bureaucratic institution, weekly social gatherings, or houses of religious entertainment”),
Hendricks, professor of biblical interpretation at New Y ork Theological Seminary, proclaims Jesus as a
political revolutionary who overturned the unjust social policies of his day. Rather unoriginally, Hendricks
suggests that Jesus employed seven political strategies (e.g., "treat people's needs as holy"; "give avoice to
the voiceless"; "expose the workings of oppression) in his challenge to the status quo. With cunning insight,
however, Hendricks fervently examines the politics of Ronald Reagan and George W. Bush—two U.S.
presidents who have professed to be following the politics of Jesus—and argues that these leaders fall
woefully short of living out Jesus message of justice, righteousness and steadfast love. Hendricks also
indicts church leaders for their complicity with these political figures, condoning unjust wars and corrupt
economic practices and not calling judgment on them in Jesus' prophetic voice. Overall, Hendricks echoes
the call to Christian social justice that John Howard Y oder proclaimed over 30 years ago in his own book of
the sametitle. (Aug. 29)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Evangelical activists claiming Jesus for the Republican Party have finally met a zeal ous challenger.
Combining the skills of a theologian with those of a political analyst, Hendricks sees little evidence that
today's Republican |eaders are upholding the Gospel ideals Jesus once taught. Indeed, while Hendricks
adduces from the New Testament numerous indications that Jesus championed the oppressed and challenged
the powerful, he interprets recent political events as proof that President Bush and his Republican allies have
done just the opposite. In the president's frequent professions of Christian faith, Hendricks hears only the
echoes of the corrupt triumphalism that the Roman emperor Constantine long ago substituted for the true
gospel message. Even many Bush voters may concede the justice of this skeptical critique of right-wing
Republican claims clothed in religious rhetoric. But many will balk when Hendricks himself drapes the
mantle of Christian sanctity around the policies of FDR and LBJ. Despite his excesses, however, Hendricks
provides a corrective to the religious partisanship of the Right. Bryce Christensen
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Review

“The Politics of Jesus joins John Danforth’s Faith and Politics and Jim Wallis's God' s Palitics as essential
reading for Americans trying to move beyond the corrosive standoff between the religious right and the
secular left.” —Washington Post

“In The Palitics of Jesus, Obery Hendricks articulates a critical prophetic message that interrogates our
nation’s politics according to the values of Jesus. With stunning clarity he offers powerful new insights. This
book is a must-read for everyone who seeks to understand and live out the revolutionary implications of
following Christ.” —Jim Wallis, editor of Sojourners and author of God's Palitics

“This book isagrand prophetic work—courageous in its message, meticulous in its scholarship, and relevant
in its challenge to our sleepwalking times. Hendricks recasts the prevailing view of the meek and mild Jesus
in apowerful and persuasive way.” —Cornel West, University Professor of Religion, Princeton University


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

“The Palitics of Jesusis an instant classic—a book of stunning erudition, remarkable €l oquence, and political
courage. But more than that, Hendricks gives us a pioneering account of the revolutionary Jesus that has
rarely been as systematically expounded, or as theologically sophisticated, as this monumental work
provides. The Palitics of Jesus immediately thrusts Obery Hendricks, Jr., to the front ranks of American
religious thinkers.” —Michael Eric Dyson, author of Pride: The Seven Deadly Sns

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sonja Johnson:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't need do
that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book The Politics of Jesus: Rediscovering the True
Revolutionary Nature of Jesus Teachings and How They Have Been Corrupted. All type of book would you
see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet options or other social media.

L eon Santiago:

The reserve untitled The Politics of Jesus: Rediscovering the True Revolutionary Nature of Jesus' Teachings
and How They Have Been Corrupted is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, and
so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of The Palitics
of Jesus: Rediscovering the True Revolutionary Nature of Jesus Teachings and How They Have Been
Corrupted from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

John Bennett:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. Aswe know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the
book The Politics of Jesus: Rediscovering the True Revolutionary Nature of Jesus Teachings and How They
Have Been Corrupted we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person
must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life with that book The Palitics of Jesus. Rediscovering the True Revolutionary Nature of Jesus
Teachings and How They Have Been Corrupted. Y ou can more desirable than now.

Sandra Jordon:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading areserve. They are directly felt that when they
get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose the book The Palitics of Jesus. Rediscovering the True



Revolutionary Nature of Jesus Teachings and How They Have Been Corrupted to make your personal
reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading skill is devel oping when you including reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and studying especialy. Itis
to befirst opinion for you to like to start abook and examine it. Beside that the e-book The Palitics of Jesus:
Rediscovering the True Revolutionary Nature of Jesus' Teachings and How They Have Been Corrupted can
to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that
time.
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