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When a bad leak ruins the sacristy wall in his father's church, Jonathan Jefferson
Weeks thinks his family's first Christmas Eve service in Detroit will be ruined,
too. But then he and his father find a beautiful tapestry for salein a secondhand
shop. Just the thing to cover the damaged wall and give the church a festive look!
But then, amazingly, an old Jewish woman who is visiting the church recognizes
the beautiful cloth. It is her discovery that leads to areal miracle on Christmas
Eve.

Thistimely tale of love and generasity between people of different religious

faiths is awonderful showcase for Polacco's art. It features snowy holiday scenes
and a colorful tapestry that is almost a character in itself.
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When abad leak ruins the sacristy wall in his father's church, Jonathan Jefferson Weeks thinks his family's
first Christmas Eve service in Detroit will be ruined, too. But then he and his father find a beautiful tapestry
for sale in a secondhand shop. Just the thing to cover the damaged wall and give the church a festive look!
But then, amazingly, an old Jewish woman who is visiting the church recognizes the beautiful cloth. It is her
discovery that leadsto areal miracle on Christmas Eve.

Thistimely tale of love and generosity between people of different religious faiths is a wonderful showcase
for Polacco's art. It features snowy holiday scenes and a colorful tapestry that is almost a character in itself.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Polacco's (The Keeping Quilt) knack for spinning seemingly disparate characters and plot elements into
personal yarns works to great effect in this holiday picture book, based on a "true story" told as a church
homily. Jonathan resents his Baptist preacher father's reassignment from Memphis to a dilapidated church in
Detroit, and he's dismayed when damage from a blizzard ruins months of planning to restore the building in
time for Christmas Eve services. But the el egant-looking, bargain-priced tapestry he and his dad purchase to
cover the damage miraculously brings about the reunion of an elderly Jewish couple separated decades
earlier during the Holocaust. Though the tale lows in spots, Polacco's signature illustrations of swirling
snow, the fine tapestry and numerous love-filled faces invite readersto linger. All ages.

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journa

Kindergarten-Grade 3-Jonathan has made a good adjustment to life in Michigan after his father takes over as
the pastor of a rundown Baptist church. The whole family has worked hard to renovate the building and
restore the congregation. The boy becomes distraught, however, when a snowstorm causes aleak and ruins
the wall behind the altar just before Christmas. In a series of events that would strain belief in anything other
than a holiday story, he and his father find a tapestry to cover the wall and bring about a reunion between
two Holocaust survivors who had used the hand-stitched cloth as their wedding canopy. An author's note
cites two different Christian ministers as the source of this sentimental story. It iswell suited to Polacco's
signature theme of ecumenical tolerance and illustrated with her familiar pencil-and-watercolor artwork.-V.
W.

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Gr. 3-6. Polacco is amaster at intergenerational, interfaith stories that bring comfort and joy, and this one
based on homilies she had heard widely separated in time and place is no exception. Jonathan must adjust
when his preacher father moves the family to Detroit. After lots of work, the church is almost ready for
Christmas, but then ice damage gouges a hole in a church wall. Father and son find a beautifully
embroidered hanging and buy it with the last of their money; as they wait in the snow for the bus, an old
woman offers them tea from her thermos. When they finally get to the parsonage, she is astonished to find
the tapestry is one she had made as a chuppah for her wedding in Germany, before she was separated from
her new husband who was lost in the war. The plasterer, who comes to fix the hole, also recognizes the
hanging, and delighted audiences will soon figure out his identity. Christian and Jewish holiday celebrations
intermingle with the message that nothing in the universe is random. The tender colors and gesturesin the
illustrations echo the text to make a satisfying whole. GraceAnne DeCandido

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Johnson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called Christmas Tapestry?
Maybe it isto become best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Shameka Nye:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the erathat is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you don't
know which one you should start with. This Christmas Tapestry is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Alfred Leahy:

Within this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssmple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of many books
in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Christmas Tapestry. This book which isqualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.

Vanessa Kistler:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever ssmply by searching from it. It is named of
book Christmas Tapestry. Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must
aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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