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A revered psychologist invites usto re-examine our thinking about
controversial contemporary issues, from the genetic basisfor behaviorsto
the functions of education

In this thought-provoking book, psychologist Jerome Kagan urges readers to
sally forth from their usual comfort zones. He ponders a series of important
nodes of debate while challenging us to examine what we know and why we
know it. Most critically he presents an elegant argument for functions of mind
that cannot be replaced with sentences about brains while acknowledging that
mind emerges from brain activity.

Kagan relies on the evidence to argue that thoughts and emations are distinct
from their biological and genetic bases. In separate chapters he deals with the
meaning of words, kinds of knowing, the powerful influence of social class, the
functions of education, emotion, morality, and other issues. And without fail he
sheds light on these ideas while remaining honest to their complexity.

Thoughtful and eloguent, Kagan’s On Being Human places him firmly in the
tradition of Renaissance essayist Michel de Montaigne, whose appealing blend of
intellectual insight, personal storytelling, and careful judgment has attracted
readers for centuries.
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A revered psychologist invitesusto re-examine our thinking about controversial contemporary issues,
from the genetic basisfor behaviorsto the functions of education

In this thought-provoking book, psychologist Jerome Kagan urges readers to sally forth from their usual
comfort zones. He ponders a series of important nodes of debate while challenging us to examine what we
know and why we know it. Most critically he presents an elegant argument for functions of mind that cannot
be replaced with sentences about brains while acknowledging that mind emerges from brain activity.

Kagan relies on the evidence to argue that thoughts and emotions are distinct from their biological and
genetic bases. In separate chapters he deals with the meaning of words, kinds of knowing, the powerful
influence of social class, the functions of education, emotion, morality, and other issues. And without fail he
sheds light on these ideas while remaining honest to their complexity.

Thoughtful and eloguent, Kagan’s On Being Human places him firmly in the tradition of Renaissance
essayist Michel de Montaigne, whose appealing blend of intellectual insight, personal storytelling, and
careful judgment has attracted readers for centuries.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Kagan isamaster prose artisan. . . . Frankly, this book is quite amazing—James Joyce with logic and rigor,
or perhaps a twenty-first century version of Montaigne. Reading this book is arich learning experience for
amost anyone.”—Jay Schulkin, Georgetown University

(Jay Schulkin)

“This book is Kagan through and through. Smart, informative, engaging.”—Joseph LeDoux, author of
Anxious
(Joseph LeDoux)

“In these elegantly written essays, Jerome Kagan addresses some of the most compelling aspects of human
experience, ranging from morality to mortality. With his characteristic wisdom and frankness, Kagan
illuminates fundamental questions concerning the basis of cognition and emotion. | enthusiastically
recommend On Being Human to anyone interested in the workings of the human mind.”—Daniel L.
Schacter, author of The Seven Sins of Memory: How the Mind Forgets and Remembers

(Daniel L. Schachter)

"Kagan's arguments are convincing and pose atimely question: How can the social sciences treat the
complexity of their subjects responsibly?. . . His quiet insistence on the devastating moral costs of less easily
guantifiable sources of human suffering, such as poverty, makes clear the high stakes of this
guestion."—American Scholar

(American Scholar)

"Kagan'sthought is easy to follow, his prose pleasant to read, and his opinions clear."—Publishers Weekly
(Publishers Weekly)

"On Being Human is an extensive and sharp account of the fundamental issues in psychology. Y ou will not
agree with all the reasoning, if you are critical and reflective, but it will make you think. And that, of course,
isamark of an excellent book."—Metapsychology Online Reviews

(Metapsychology Online Reviews)

About the Author

Jerome Kagan is emeritus professor of psychology, Harvard University. During his pioneering career in
developmental psychology, he received the Distinguished Scientist Award from the American Psychological
Association, isamember of the National Academy of Medicine, and is the author of hundreds of research
papers, two textbooks, and fifteen books. He livesin Belmont, MA.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Brian Dunlap:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people



have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for awhile
isreading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this On Being Human: Why Mind
Matters book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Cynthia Johnson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping On Being Human: Why Mind
Matters that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual
but for al of you who wants to become success person. So, for all you who want to start examining as your
good habit, you could pick On Being Human: Why Mind Matters become your own starter.

Florence Hall:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might haveitin
e-book technique, more ssmple and reachable. This particular On Being Human: Why Mind Matters can give
you alot of friends because by you taking alook at this one book you have factor that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have On Being Human: Why Mind Matters.

Paul Day:

Y ou can find this On Being Human: Why Mind Matters by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let'stry to choose right ways for you.
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