
Teaching Performance: A Philosophy of
Piano Pedagogy (Contemporary Philosophies
and Theories in Education)

By Jeffrey Swinkin

Teaching Performance: A Philosophy of Piano Pedagogy (Contemporary
Philosophies and Theories in Education) By Jeffrey Swinkin

How can the studio teacher teach a lesson so as to instill refined artistic
sensibilities, ones often thought to elude language? How can the applied lesson
be a form of aesthetic education? How can teaching performance be an artistic
endeavor in its own right? These are some of the questions Teaching
Performance attempts to answer, drawing on the author's several decades of
experience as a studio teacher and music scholar.

The architects of absolute music (Hanslick, Schopenhauer, and others) held that
it is precisely because instrumental music lacks language and thus any overt
connection to the non-musical world that it is able to expose essential elements of
that world. More particularly, for these philosophers, it is the density of musical
structure?the intricate interplay among purely musical elements?that allows
music to capture the essences behind appearances. By analogy, the author
contends that the more structurally intricate and aesthetically nuanced a
pedagogical system is, the greater its ability to illuminate music and facilitate
musical skills. The author terms this phenomenon relational autonomy. Eight
chapters unfold a piano-pedagogical system pivoting on the principle of
relational autonomy. In grounding piano pedagogy in the aesthetics of absolute
music, each domain works on the other. On the one hand, Romantic aesthetics
affords pedagogy a source of artistic value in its own right. On the other hand,
pedagogy concretizes Romantic aesthetics, deflating its transcendental
pretentions and showing the dichotomy of absolute/utilitarian to be specious.
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How can the studio teacher teach a lesson so as to instill refined artistic sensibilities, ones often thought to
elude language? How can the applied lesson be a form of aesthetic education? How can teaching
performance be an artistic endeavor in its own right? These are some of the questions Teaching Performance
attempts to answer, drawing on the author's several decades of experience as a studio teacher and music
scholar.

The architects of absolute music (Hanslick, Schopenhauer, and others) held that it is precisely because
instrumental music lacks language and thus any overt connection to the non-musical world that it is able to
expose essential elements of that world. More particularly, for these philosophers, it is the density of musical
structure?the intricate interplay among purely musical elements?that allows music to capture the essences
behind appearances. By analogy, the author contends that the more structurally intricate and aesthetically
nuanced a pedagogical system is, the greater its ability to illuminate music and facilitate musical skills. The
author terms this phenomenon relational autonomy. Eight chapters unfold a piano-pedagogical system
pivoting on the principle of relational autonomy. In grounding piano pedagogy in the aesthetics of absolute
music, each domain works on the other. On the one hand, Romantic aesthetics affords pedagogy a source of
artistic value in its own right. On the other hand, pedagogy concretizes Romantic aesthetics, deflating its
transcendental pretentions and showing the dichotomy of absolute/utilitarian to be specious.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

How can the studio teacher teach a lesson so as to instill refined artistic sensibilities, ones often thought to
elude language?  How can the applied lesson be a form of aesthetic education?  How can teaching
performance be an artistic endeavor in its own right?  These are some of the questions Teaching
Performance attempts to answer, drawing on the author's several decades of experience as a studio teacher
and music scholar.  

The architects of absolute music (Hanslick, Schopenhauer, and others) held that it is precisely because
instrumental music lacks language and thus any overt connection to the non-musical world that it is able to
expose essential elements of that world. More particularly, for these philosophers, it is the density of musical
structure?the intricate interplay among purely musical elements?that allows music to capture the essences
behind appearances. By analogy, the author contends that the more structurally intricate and aesthetically
nuanced a pedagogical system is, the greater its ability to illuminate music and facilitate musical skills. The
author terms this phenomenon relational autonomy. Eight chapters unfold a piano-pedagogical system
pivoting on the principle of relational autonomy. In grounding piano pedagogy in the aesthetics of absolute
music, each domain works on the other. On the one hand, Romantic aesthetics affords pedagogy a source of
artistic value in its own right. On the other hand, pedagogy concretizes Romantic aesthetics, deflating its
transcendental pretentions and showing the dichotomy of absolute/utilitarian to be specious. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christina Evert:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Teaching Performance: A
Philosophy of Piano Pedagogy (Contemporary Philosophies and Theories in Education) book as starter and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Madeleine Bandy:

This Teaching Performance: A Philosophy of Piano Pedagogy (Contemporary Philosophies and Theories in
Education) is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also
always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info
accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Teaching Performance: A Philosophy



of Piano Pedagogy (Contemporary Philosophies and Theories in Education) in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in
ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Jerry Bates:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can view
that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
personally is Teaching Performance: A Philosophy of Piano Pedagogy (Contemporary Philosophies and
Theories in Education) this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage
of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Patricia Coburn:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Teaching Performance: A Philosophy of Piano
Pedagogy (Contemporary Philosophies and Theories in Education) as well as others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping
them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Teaching
Performance: A Philosophy of Piano Pedagogy (Contemporary Philosophies and Theories in Education) to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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