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The great English Renaissance tragedy?violent, powerful, unforgettable?in a
freshly edited and annotated student edition.

This Norton Critical Edition of John Webster’s 1612—13 tragedy offers a newly
edited and annotated text together with afull introduction and illustrative
materials intended for student readers.

The Duchess of Malfi’ s themes of love, loyalty, and betrayal have resonated
through the centuries, making this a perennially popular play with audiences and
readers alike. This volume includes a generous selection of supporting materials,
among them Webster’ s likely sources for the play (William Painter, George
Whetstone, Simon Goulart, and Thomas Beard) as well as related works by
Webster and George Wither on widows, funerals, and memorializing death. A
generous selection from Mark H. Curtis's classic essay, “ The Alienated
Intellectuals of Early Stuart England,” tells readers as much about the character
of Bosola asit does about his creator. Henry Fitzgeffrey (1617) and Horatio
Busino (1618) provide early responsesto the play.

“Criticism” is thematically organized to provide readers with a clear sense of The
Duchess of Malfi’ s central themes of dramaturgy; the politics of family, court,
and religion; and gender. Also included are essays on contemporary re-
imaginings of the play and its critical reception over time. Contributors include
Don D. Moore, Inga-Stina Ewbank, Christina Luckyj, Barbara Correll, D. C.
Gunby, Lee Bliss, Rowland Wymer, Brian Chalk, Theodora Jankowski, and
Pascale Aebischer.

A selected bibliography is also included.
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together with afull introduction and illustrative materials intended for student readers.

The Duchess of Malfi’ s themes of love, loyalty, and betrayal have resonated through the centuries, making
this a perennially popular play with audiences and readers alike. This volume includes a generous selection
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Michael Neill is Emeritus Professor of English at the University of Auckland and Professor of Early Modern
Literature at the University of Kent. He is the author of Issues of Death: Mortality and Identity in English
Renaissance Tragedy and Putting History to the Question. His editions include Antony and Cleopatra and
Othello for the Oxford Shakespeare, Middleton’s The Changeling for New Mermaids, and Massinger’s The
Renegado for Arden Early Modern Drama.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Janet Medley:

This The Duchess of Malfi (Norton Critical Editions) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the
world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will get.
That The Duchess of Malfi (Norton Critical Editions) without we understand teach the one who reading it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Duchess of Malfi (Norton Critical Editions)
can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves become full because you can haveit in
your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Duchess of Malfi (Norton Critical Editions) having excellent
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Diana Ham:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this year; every people lovesto read a book. When you go through a
book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read afiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The The Duchess of
Malfi (Norton Critical Editions) provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Raul Warren:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book isa pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. Thisreserve The Duchess of Malfi (Norton Critical Editions) wasfilled regarding
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of abook, you can feel enjoy to read
areserve. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.



Arthur Freeman:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
aswell asto make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go
to right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. Aswe know that on this era, many waysto get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Duchess of Malfi (Norton Critical Editions) can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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