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"The first truly complete and authoritative account of this 3,000-year-old
culture."—Michael D. Coe

The Olmecs of southern Mexico are America's oldest civilization and
Mesoamerica's "Mother Culture." Famous for their Colossal Heads carved from
giant boulders, the Olmecs have fascinated the public and archaeologists since
the 1940s when National Geographic magazine reported the initial explorations
of their centers. Despite well-publicized discoveries of spectacular basalt
sculptures, portable jade objects, and richly decorated pottery vessels, until
recently almost nothing was known about Olmec history, foreign contacts, and
daily life. Now archaeologists have recovered information that allows them to
assemble a remarkably broad picture of Olmec culture, its accomplishments, and
its impact on later Mexican civilizations.

The Olmecs presents the first modern overview of information from recent
archaeological field projects and studies of Olmec art. In addition to detailed
coverage of Olmec life, culture, and art, it examines the Olmec presence in the
surrounding areas of Mexico and their role in the formation of pre-Columbian
Mesoamerican civilization. Profusely illustrated, it will become the standard
work on this enigmatic culture. 152 illustrations, 20 in color.
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The Olmecs of southern Mexico are America's oldest civilization and Mesoamerica's "Mother Culture."
Famous for their Colossal Heads carved from giant boulders, the Olmecs have fascinated the public and
archaeologists since the 1940s when National Geographic magazine reported the initial explorations of their
centers. Despite well-publicized discoveries of spectacular basalt sculptures, portable jade objects, and richly
decorated pottery vessels, until recently almost nothing was known about Olmec history, foreign contacts,
and daily life. Now archaeologists have recovered information that allows them to assemble a remarkably
broad picture of Olmec culture, its accomplishments, and its impact on later Mexican civilizations.

The Olmecs presents the first modern overview of information from recent archaeological field projects and
studies of Olmec art. In addition to detailed coverage of Olmec life, culture, and art, it examines the Olmec
presence in the surrounding areas of Mexico and their role in the formation of pre-Columbian Mesoamerican
civilization. Profusely illustrated, it will become the standard work on this enigmatic culture. 152
illustrations, 20 in color.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The first truly complete and authoritative account of this 3,000-year-old culture."

About the Author
Richard A. Diehl is Professor of Anthropology at the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa. He has conducted
archaeological investigations in Mexico at Tula and the Basin of Mexico, as well as San Lorenzo
Tenochtitlán, La Mojarra, and Matacapan in southern Veracruz state.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pierre Taylor:

Here thing why that The Olmecs: America's First Civilization (Ancient Peoples and Places) are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Olmecs: America's First Civilization (Ancient
Peoples and Places) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no e-book that similar with The Olmecs: America's First Civilization (Ancient Peoples and
Places). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in
the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper
book maybe the form of The Olmecs: America's First Civilization (Ancient Peoples and Places) in e-book
can be your alternate.

Charles Aranda:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one using
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Olmecs: America's First Civilization
(Ancient Peoples and Places) is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Diane Dockins:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Olmecs:
America's First Civilization (Ancient Peoples and Places) suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Olmecs: America's First Civilization (Ancient
Peoples and Places)is the one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know



previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know
the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help
you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Wayne Robinson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year has been exactly added. This e-book The Olmecs: America's First Civilization (Ancient Peoples
and Places) was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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