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The Americas of the 1850s provides James Dunkerley with compelling material
for this mgjestic and unorthodox book. Drawing on a range of contemporary
sources, from Walt Whitman to Charles Darwin, Anthony Trollope, Karl Marx
and Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, he adopts afully Atlanticist perspective to
reappraise the first steps in American modernity. Americana is arranged around
major themes: time and space, culture, political economy and international
relations. Between these more general discussions are edited transcripts and
commentaries on three court cases from the period which both divert and
illuminate: John Mitchel’ s 1848 conviction for treason in Dublin which led him
through Bermuda, Tasmania and Nicaragua before joining the Confederate cause
in the US Civil War; Myra Gaines' suit for the return of her legacy which reveals
her Sligo-born father to have conspired against Jefferson and treated with
Napoleon’s agentsin the sale of Louisiana; Mariano Munoz' strial for releasing a
prisoner on Good Friday in the style of Pontius Pilate which draws the curtain
back on Francisco Burdett O’ Connor, prefect of Tarija, elder brother of the
Chartist leader Feargus and Simon Bolivar’s chief of staff.

Americana seeks simultaneously to savour the language and sensibilities of the
nineteenth century in the Americas and to provide a pleasurable critique of
contemporary vanities over globalisation and the complex sophistication of
modernity.
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The Americas of the 1850s provides James Dunkerley with compelling material for this majestic and
unorthodox book. Drawing on arange of contemporary sources, from Walt Whitman to Charles Darwin,
Anthony Trollope, Karl Marx and Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, he adopts a fully Atlanticist perspective to
reappraise the first steps in American modernity. Americana is arranged around major themes: time and
space, culture, political economy and international relations. Between these more general discussions are
edited transcripts and commentaries on three court cases from the period which both divert and illuminate:
John Mitchel’ s 1848 conviction for treason in Dublin which led him through Bermuda, Tasmania and
Nicaragua before joining the Confederate cause in the US Civil War; MyraGaines' suit for the return of her
legacy which reveals her Sligo-born father to have conspired against Jefferson and treated with Napoleon’'s
agentsin the sale of Louisiana; Mariano Munoz’' stria for releasing a prisoner on Good Friday in the style of
Pontius Pilate which draws the curtain back on Francisco Burdett O’ Connor, prefect of Tarija, elder brother
of the Chartist leader Feargus and Simon Bolivar’s chief of staff.

Americana seeks simultaneously to savour the language and sensibilities of the nineteenth century in the
Americas and to provide a pleasurable critique of contemporary vanities over globalisation and the complex
sophistication of modernity.
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Editorial Review

Review
One of our leading historians of Latin America and an authoritative and widely read commentator on its
recent affairs. -- The Guardian

About the Author

James Dunkerley is Professor of Politics at Queen Mary, University of London, and Director of the Institute
for the Study of the Americas. His books include Rebellion in the Veins, Power in the Isthmus and The Long
War, al published by Verso.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Paul Kline:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Americana: The Americasin the World Around 1850.

Anh Huckaby:

This Americana: The Americasin the World Around 1850 are generally reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason of this Americana: The Americasin the World Around 1850
can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed a person with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Americana: The Americas in the World Around 1850 giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day activity. So, let's have it appreciate reading.

Frances Temple:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Americana: The Americas in the World
Around 1850, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to missit?
What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come



onitsreferred to as reading friends.

Eric Sanders:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to your account is Americana: The Americas in the World Around 1850 this guide consist
alot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why isthe
world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of
you.
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