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The New York Times–bestselling author of Deluxe chronicles the making and
unmaking of two of the greatest fashion designers of our time
 
In the mid-1990s, John Galliano and Alexander McQueen exploded onto a
fashion scene that was in an artistic and economic rut. Their daring visions shook
the establishment out of its bourgeois, minimalist stupor with vibrant, sexy
designs and theatrical runway shows. By the end of the decade, each had been
hired to run one of couture’s most storied houses, Galliano at Dior and McQueen
at Givenchy. They were icons of a new generation of rock-star designers who
headlined the transformation of luxury fashion from a small clutch of family-
owned businesses into a global, multibillion-dollar corporate industry. But the
pace was unsustainable. In 2010, McQueen took his own life. A year later,
Galliano was fired in the wake of an alcohol-fueled, anti-Semitic diatribe.
 
In her groundbreaking work Gods and Kings, acclaimed fashion journalist Dana
Thomas tells the true story of two unforgettable artists. In so doing, she pulls
back the curtain on the revolution that has remade high fashion over the last two
decades—and the price it demanded from the very ones who saved it.
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In the mid-1990s, John Galliano and Alexander McQueen exploded onto a fashion scene that was in an
artistic and economic rut. Their daring visions shook the establishment out of its bourgeois,
minimalist stupor with vibrant, sexy designs and theatrical runway shows. By the end of the decade, each
had been hired to run one of couture’s most storied houses, Galliano at Dior and McQueen at Givenchy.
They were icons of a new generation of rock-star designers who headlined the transformation of luxury
fashion from a small clutch of family-owned businesses into a global, multibillion-dollar corporate industry.
But the pace was unsustainable. In 2010, McQueen took his own life. A year later, Galliano was fired in the
wake of an alcohol-fueled, anti-Semitic diatribe.
 
In her groundbreaking work Gods and Kings, acclaimed fashion journalist Dana Thomas tells the true story
of two unforgettable artists. In so doing, she pulls back the curtain on the revolution that has remade high
fashion over the last two decades—and the price it demanded from the very ones who saved it.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

An Amazon Best Book of the Month for February 2015: Gods and Kings is by no means the first book
written about Alexander McQueen, John Galliano, and the fashion industry at a pivotal moment, but author
Dana Thomas puts an original spin on the story of two icons of cutting-edge couture. Both rose from humble
beginnings to worldwide acclaim, and Thomas gives readers a front row seat to each man’s dramatic rise and
tragic undoing. McQueen and Galliano were visionaries and revolutionaries but ultimately their greatest
passion also exacted the highest price--McQueen’s suicide in 2010 and Galliano’s alcohol abuse that cost
him his career and reputation which he is still fighting to regain. High drama, high fashion, high stakes, and
high tragedy-- Gods and Kings is a compulsive read. --Seira Wilson

Review
Advance Praise for Dana Thomas's Gods and Kings

Jon Meacham, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Thomas Jefferson and American Lion: 
“Dana Thomas has written a real-life saga that is as engaging and compelling as a work of great fiction. By
taking us inside the fascinating world of fashion, she gives us a startling tale of ambition, creativity, fame,
and ultimately tragedy. This is a terrific book.”

Michael Gross, author of Model and House of Outrageous Fortune: 
“Comprehensive, detailed, coldly accurate yet extraordinarily sympathetic, Dana Thomas’s Gods and Kings
is a fascinating double biography of two dressmakers of genius. But it's also a riveting, definitive history of
the three decades in which fashion devolved from a coddling cottage business to a cutthroat industry quite
capable of killing its young. As commerce triumphs over art, you can only cringe, but you also have to
admire Thomas's exhaustive account of what fashion folk would no doubt refer to as a moment that will
never, and can never, be repeated.”

Teri Agins, author of Hijacking the Runway and The End of Fashion: 
“John Galliano and Alexander McQueen raised the bar creatively and theatrically with their high-impact
fashion shows. In Gods and Kings, Paris based fashion writer Dana Thomas digs deep with the zeal of a
historian, to chronicle the parallel dramas of the British fashion wunderkinds, whose careers ended tragically,
way too soon.”

Richard Johnson, columnist, The New York Post
"McQueen and Galliano were two peas in a perverse pod who revolutionized fashion. No one but Dana
Thomas could have explained with such insight how their fantasies became ours and directed our dreams."

About the Author
Dana Thomas began her career writing for the “Style” section of the Washington Post and served for fifteen
years as the European cultural and fashion correspondent for Newsweek in Paris. She is a contributing editor
for T: The New York Times Style Magazine and has written for the New Yorker, the Wall Street Journal,
Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar, and the Financial Times. She lives in Paris.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Kirby:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Gods and Kings: The Rise and
Fall of Alexander McQueen and John Galliano book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Chad Foster:

The actual book Gods and Kings: The Rise and Fall of Alexander McQueen and John Galliano has a lot
details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Maurice Henkel:

Gods and Kings: The Rise and Fall of Alexander McQueen and John Galliano can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Gods and Kings: The Rise and Fall of Alexander McQueen and John Galliano however doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Paul Dubose:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Gods and Kings: The Rise and Fall of
Alexander McQueen and John Galliano.
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