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Hélio Oiticica (1937--1980) occupies a central position in the Latin American
avant-garde of the postwar era. Associated with the Rio de Janeiro-based neo-
concretist movement at the beginning of his career, Oiticica moved from object
production to the creation of chromatically opulent and sensually engulfing
large-scale installations or wearable garments. Building on the idea for a film by
Brazilian underground filmmaker Neville D'Almeida, Oiticica developed the
concept for Block-Experiments in Cosmococa -- Program in Progress (1973--
1974) as an "open program": a series of nine proposals for environments, each
consisting of slide projections, soundtracks, leisure facilities, drawings (with
cocaine used as pigment), and instructions for visitors. It is the epitome of what
the artist called his "quasi-cinema" work -- his most controversial production,
and perhaps his most direct effort to merge art and life. Presented publicly for the
first time in 1992, these works have been included in major international
exhibitions in Los Angeles, Chicago, London, and New York.

Drawing on unpublished primary sources, letters, and writings by Oiticica
himself, this illustrated examination of Oiticica's work considers the vast catalog
of theoretical references the artist's work relies on, from anticolonial materialism
to French phenomenology and postmodern media theory to the work of Jean-Luc
Godard, Andy Warhol, and Brazilian avant-garde filmmakers. It discusses
Oiticica's work in relation to the diaspora of Brazilian intellectuals during the
military dictatorship, the politics of media circulation, the commercialization of
New York's queer underground, the explicit use of cocaine as means of
production, and possible future reappraisals of Oiticica's work.
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Hélio Oiticica (1937--1980) occupies a central position in the Latin American avant-garde of the postwar
era. Associated with the Rio de Janeiro-based neo-concretist movement at the beginning of his career,
Oiticica moved from object production to the creation of chromatically opulent and sensually engulfing
large-scale installations or wearable garments. Building on the idea for a film by Brazilian underground
filmmaker Neville D'Almeida, Oiticica developed the concept for Block-Experiments in Cosmococa --
Program in Progress (1973--1974) as an "open program": a series of nine proposals for environments, each
consisting of slide projections, soundtracks, leisure facilities, drawings (with cocaine used as pigment), and
instructions for visitors. It is the epitome of what the artist called his "quasi-cinema" work -- his most
controversial production, and perhaps his most direct effort to merge art and life. Presented publicly for the
first time in 1992, these works have been included in major international exhibitions in Los Angeles,
Chicago, London, and New York.

Drawing on unpublished primary sources, letters, and writings by Oiticica himself, this illustrated
examination of Oiticica's work considers the vast catalog of theoretical references the artist's work relies on,
from anticolonial materialism to French phenomenology and postmodern media theory to the work of Jean-
Luc Godard, Andy Warhol, and Brazilian avant-garde filmmakers. It discusses Oiticica's work in relation to
the diaspora of Brazilian intellectuals during the military dictatorship, the politics of media circulation, the
commercialization of New York's queer underground, the explicit use of cocaine as means of production,
and possible future reappraisals of Oiticica's work.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Sabeth Buchmann, an art historian and critic, is Professor of Modern and Postmodern Art and Head of the
Institute for Art Theory and Cultural Studies at the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna.

Max Jorge Hinderer Cruz is a writer, translator, and cultural critic specializing in Latin American studies and
materialist aesthetics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Wannamaker:

Here thing why this kind of Hélio Oiticica and Neville D'Almeida: Block-Experiments in Cosmococa --
Program in Progress (Afterall Books / One Work) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading
a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
Hélio Oiticica and Neville D'Almeida: Block-Experiments in Cosmococa -- Program in Progress (Afterall
Books / One Work) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no book that similar with Hélio Oiticica and Neville D'Almeida: Block-Experiments in
Cosmococa -- Program in Progress (Afterall Books / One Work). It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Hélio Oiticica and Neville
D'Almeida: Block-Experiments in Cosmococa -- Program in Progress (Afterall Books / One Work) in e-book
can be your substitute.

Thomas Lemos:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Hélio Oiticica and Neville D'Almeida: Block-Experiments in Cosmococa --
Program in Progress (Afterall Books / One Work) why because the excellent cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Kathleen Hernandez:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Hélio Oiticica and Neville D'Almeida: Block-



Experiments in Cosmococa -- Program in Progress (Afterall Books / One Work) can give you a lot of pals
because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you
to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Hélio Oiticica and Neville D'Almeida: Block-
Experiments in Cosmococa -- Program in Progress (Afterall Books / One Work).

Donald Oakes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Hélio Oiticica and
Neville D'Almeida: Block-Experiments in Cosmococa -- Program in Progress (Afterall Books / One Work).
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