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A DC Comics illustrator shows readers how to conceptualize, draw, and digitally
enhance their own science fictional worlds—whether for graphic novels, comics,
movies, or video games.
 
Sci-fi imagery commands today’s popular culture, from Star Wars to The Hunger
Games and The Walking Dead. For clear-eyed artists, ages 12 and up, who see
that science fiction is becoming science fact at an astounding rate, How to Draw
Sci-Fi Utopias and Dystopias gives an in-depth look at the process of completing
sci-fi illustrations—from the thought behind them (brainstorming and
conceptualization) to constructing basic forms and objects on paper, converting
roughs into finished pencil drawings, inking them in, and coloring them in
Photoshop. The book is organized around the perennial distinction between two
ways of representing the future in sci-fi: the pessimistic and the hopeful, or
dystopian and utopian.
 
After a basic primer on drawing (perspective, human faces, basic anatomy, light,
shadow, rendering, and composition), five chapters detail the drawing of sci-fi
humans, aliens and robots, land vehicles, flying vehicles, and cityscapes. Rollins
demonstrates the astounding power of science fictional storytelling with 32 step-
by-step case studies invented just for the book. Each demo is dated to a unique
imagined future or alternate past and explained with fascinating detail. Examples
include: battle-hardened mercenaries; a bizarre biomechanical alien that lives on
a furnace-hot planet; a gigantic truck of the near future with a built-in apartment;
a miles-long nuclear ramjet interstellar spaceship; a retro-utopia reminiscent of
The Jetsons; and a galactic imperial city of staggering proportions.
 
How to Draw Sci-Fi Utopias and Dystopias is packed with professional tips on
the right tools, techniques, and materials; how to draw tech; when to Google a
reference photo or use a background from istockphoto.com; how to get and stay
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inspired; and how to execute a unique story. The gorgeous and varied artwork,
and thoughtful storytelling combined with friendly instruction, will leave readers
with hundreds of new ideas to create worlds of their own.
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A DC Comics illustrator shows readers how to conceptualize, draw, and digitally enhance their own science
fictional worlds—whether for graphic novels, comics, movies, or video games.
 
Sci-fi imagery commands today’s popular culture, from Star Wars to The Hunger Games and The Walking
Dead. For clear-eyed artists, ages 12 and up, who see that science fiction is becoming science fact at an
astounding rate, How to Draw Sci-Fi Utopias and Dystopias gives an in-depth look at the process of
completing sci-fi illustrations—from the thought behind them (brainstorming and conceptualization) to
constructing basic forms and objects on paper, converting roughs into finished pencil drawings, inking them
in, and coloring them in Photoshop. The book is organized around the perennial distinction between two
ways of representing the future in sci-fi: the pessimistic and the hopeful, or dystopian and utopian.
 
After a basic primer on drawing (perspective, human faces, basic anatomy, light, shadow, rendering, and
composition), five chapters detail the drawing of sci-fi humans, aliens and robots, land vehicles, flying
vehicles, and cityscapes. Rollins demonstrates the astounding power of science fictional storytelling with 32
step-by-step case studies invented just for the book. Each demo is dated to a unique imagined future or
alternate past and explained with fascinating detail. Examples include: battle-hardened mercenaries; a bizarre
biomechanical alien that lives on a furnace-hot planet; a gigantic truck of the near future with a built-in
apartment; a miles-long nuclear ramjet interstellar spaceship; a retro-utopia reminiscent of The Jetsons; and a
galactic imperial city of staggering proportions.
 
How to Draw Sci-Fi Utopias and Dystopias is packed with professional tips on the right tools, techniques,
and materials; how to draw tech; when to Google a reference photo or use a background from
istockphoto.com; how to get and stay inspired; and how to execute a unique story. The gorgeous and varied
artwork, and thoughtful storytelling combined with friendly instruction, will leave readers with hundreds of
new ideas to create worlds of their own.
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Editorial Review

Review
"For all those clear-eyed artists, ages 12 and up, engaging in and reimagining this world, How to Draw Sci-
Fi Utopias and Dystopias gives an in-depth look at the process of completing sci-fi illustrations—from the
thought behind them to constructing basic forms and objects on paper, converting roughs into finished pencil
drawings, inking them in, and coloring them in Photoshop.

Prentis Rollins teaches that the only way to create authenticity in a science fictional world is to root the
imagined in the real, becoming the sole authority on its narrative and rationales. He demonstrates the
astounding power of storytelling with 32 step-by-step case studies created and imagined just for this book."
--Thinking Animation

About the Author
Prentis Rollins has been a professional illustrator for over 20 years. A long-time contributor to DC Comics,
he has worked on top-selling projects like Green Lantern: Rebirth, Flash: Iron Heights, DC: One Million,
Justice League of America, Green Lantern Corps, Impulse, JLA: Foreign Bodies, Power Company, The Big
Book of Hoaxes, Supergirl, and Batman: The Ultimate Evil. He’s additionally contributed to New X-Men for
Marvel Comics and Hardware, Icon, Static, Blood Syndicate, and Heroes for Milestone Media. He is the
author of The Making of a Graphic Novel (The Resonator), and Survival Machine (Stories). He lives in
London with his wife and three children.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vanessa McGinty:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their can do that. It
said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-
school until university need that How to Draw Sci-Fi Utopias and Dystopias: Create the Futuristic Humans,
Aliens, Robots, Vehicles, and Cities of Your Dreams and Nightmares to read.

Alma Saunders:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled How to Draw Sci-Fi Utopias and Dystopias:
Create the Futuristic Humans, Aliens, Robots, Vehicles, and Cities of Your Dreams and Nightmares can be



excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Dennis Ramirez:

How to Draw Sci-Fi Utopias and Dystopias: Create the Futuristic Humans, Aliens, Robots, Vehicles, and
Cities of Your Dreams and Nightmares can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing How to Draw Sci-Fi Utopias and
Dystopias: Create the Futuristic Humans, Aliens, Robots, Vehicles, and Cities of Your Dreams and
Nightmares although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial
thinking.

Robert Eslinger:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list will be How to Draw Sci-Fi Utopias and Dystopias: Create the
Futuristic Humans, Aliens, Robots, Vehicles, and Cities of Your Dreams and Nightmares. This book and that
is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward
and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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