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The brutal murder of Dr. Azor Sparksin an alley behind arestaurant is greeted
with public outrage and a demand for swift, sure justice. But the investigation
into the well-known surgeon's death is raising too many questions and providing
too few answers for homicide detective Lieutenant Peter Decker.

Why, for example, would the family of a man so beloved respond to his slaying
with more surprise than grief? And what linked a celebrated doctor with strict
fundamentalist beliefs to a gang of outlaw bikers? But the most unsettling
connection of all isthe one that ties the tormented Sparks family to Peter
Decker's own -- and the secrets shared by a renegade Catholic priest...and
Decker'swife, Rina Lazarus.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Dr. Azor Moses Sparksis an extremely esteemed heart surgeon, a devout fundamentalist Christian, a cyclist,
afriend of biker gangs; afriend to al. Until heisfound dead in an alley with his chest ripped open, that is.
Where does one go to begin in the investigation of a man who had no enemies? Lt. Peter Decker starts with
the man's family, which he discoversislarge and filled with strife and unstable characters. He also finds
some problemsin his own affairs, mostly involving religious beliefs--his own, those of his Orthodox Jewish
wife and those of a Roman Catholic priest who plays a prominent role in the multilayered thriller.

From Publishers Weekly

Powerful, assured and absorbing, Kellerman's ninth Peter Decker/Rina Lazarus (Sanctuary; Justice) mystery
begins with the brutal murder and mutilation of renowned heart surgeon, researcher and fundamentalist
Christian Azor Sparks. LAPD Lieutenant Decker getsthe call. He aso gets an abundance of suspects. First
there is Sparks's large family: hiswife, Dolores, and six adult children, including triplets (Paul, Luke and
Abram, a Catholic priest), and their assorted spouses. Then there are the victim's surgical and research
colleagues and his unlikely biking buddies. Religion and morality are integral to Kellerman's mysteries?built
on the bedrock of the Deckers' orthodox Judaism. Here she deftly casts her net around the commanding
victim, whose shadow lay equally over family and colleagues, and his son, the theologian Father Abram,
whose past connection with Rinamay force Decker off the case. Human strengths and frailties, decisions
made or not made and mistakes overcome or yet to be reckoned with provide the material that Decker must
sift through to find the murderer. As his competent staff (Marge Dunn among them) launch their probesin all
directions, they uncover a catalogue of motives that may relate to Sparks's murder and to another that
follows. Kellerman succeeds brilliantly in making the search for understanding as compelling as the search
for the murderer. 100,000 first printing; audio rights to Brilliance.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Kellerman's latest offering continues the story of Peter Decker and Rina Lazarus, an L.A. detective and his
beautiful wife. Someone has murdered Azor Sparks, noted heart surgeon, and Peter must discover the motive
and the murderer. Was the motive greed, ambition, random violence, or love gone wrong? Was the murderer
one of Sparks's colleagues, or one of his family? And what is the connection between Rina and Sparks's son
Abram? Kellerman (Justice, Morrow, 1995) offers another handsomely crafted work, full of twists and turns
that keep the reader on edge to the last page. Highly recommended for all fiction collections.

-?Katherine Holmes, Eckerd College Library, S. Petersburg, FL

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Thomas Hodge:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Prayersfor The
Dead: A Peter Decker/Rina Lazarus Novel (Peter Decker and Rina Lazarus Series Book 9) suitable to you?
The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Prayers for The Dead: A



Peter Decker/Rina Lazarus Novel (Peter Decker and Rina Lazarus Series Book 9)is a single of several books
in which everyone read now. Thiskind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, thus al of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you awide
range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Corey Smith:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Prayersfor The Dead: A Peter Decker/Rina Lazarus Novel (Peter
Decker and Rina Lazarus Series Book 9) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Florence Williams:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Prayersfor The Dead: A Peter
Decker/Rina Lazarus Novel (Peter Decker and Rina Lazarus Series Book 9) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine al over the world can be said as the way
for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for al of you who wants to be success person. So , for
every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Prayers for The Dead:
A Peter Decker/Rina Lazarus Novel (Peter Decker and Rina Lazarus Series Book 9) become your current
Starter.

Eddie McCoy:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Prayersfor The Dead: A Peter Decker/Rina
Lazarus Novel (Peter Decker and Rina Lazarus Series Book 9) to make your own reading is interesting. Y our
skill of reading talent is devel oping when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the impression about book and examining especialy. It isto beinitial opinion for
you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the book Prayersfor The Dead: A Peter
Decker/RinaLazarus Novel (Peter Decker and Rina Lazarus Series Book 9) can to be your friend when
you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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